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ONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Arabia. 


[22152] 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Keceived July 2.) 


4 Therapia, June 24, 1906. 

SINISTER rumours of tho decomporitisn of the Turkish forces in the Yemen havo, 

for same time, been fairly current here, but it would be difficult to obtain reliable 

information in the absence of Mr. Richardson, His Majesty's Vico-Consul at Hodeidab, 

who has however, Tam glad to say, recently roturned to his post and been requested to 
Koop mo as fully informed as possible on the course of events in thove part 

Thave heard, however, that the Turkish forces operating in tho Yomen succooded 
some months ago in winning over to their vide the powerful Arab Sheikh Kassim and 
his followers and, for a th utilised them against the Imam Yab 

In roturn for these services rondered to the Turks, Sheikh Ki 
tho Ottoman Government to recognize his claims and protensions to replace the In 
but finding that Ahmed Feiri Pashn, the Turkish Commander-in-c 
axing him as a cat's-paw, he began to enter into negotiations with the 
with the latter againat tho Turks, Tho result was a stage of gucrilla warfare even 
moro acute than that which had aiready harassed the Turkish troops. 

Tt appears, though it in difficult to ascertain details, that bodies of these latter 
troops, being unable to obtain redress of their complainta as to pay, bad commaissariat, 
&c., broke out into revolt of so serious a nature that Ahmed Fei 
eanploy artillery to quell it. A Commission has, T learn, been appointed to investigate 
and deal with the incident, the members of the Commission boing Ferid Pasha, Chiat 
of Ahmed Feizi's Staff, Naji Pasha of the War Office, Colonel Riza Bey, Aide-de-canp 
to His Imperial Majesty, and Colonel Sami Boy of the General Staff. 

It is also rumoured that, despite the reluctance shown last year by the Syrian 
troops to fight against their Arab coreligionists in the Yemon, the Ottoman Government 
aro contemplating the dispatch of further drafis from the Fifth Army Corps at 
Damascas to reinforce the Imperial troops in the Yemen. 

Thavo, &c, 
(Signed) -'N. R. O'CONOR. 


(21346) No. 2. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir F, Bertie, 


io. 347.) 
& : Foreign Office, July 2, 1908. 
THE French Ambassador informed me on the 22nd ultimo that the French Consul 
at Museat had given His Majesty's Consul, last April, a draft p: for givit 
ie Sp Asean Award of the Sth Angus, 1003, and that Afsjor Grey tad 
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snnounced his intention of submitting it for His Majesty's Government's approval 
without delay. As His Majesty’s Consul had decided not to submit any counter- 
roposals and had forwarded to His Majesty’s Government the draft received from his 
french colleague, the latter was justified in thinking that his proposals had received 
Major Grey's approval. 

M. Laronce had up to the present received no reply, and he had ascertained that 
Major Grey had given up his intention of forwarding the draft to London, and had sent 
it to the Government of India, ‘This no doubt accounted for the delay. 

M. Cambon, in calling my attention to his previous representations on this 
question, requested me to take all possible steps to arrive at an early solution of a 
matter which was of no very great importance and which, in view of the good relations 
existing between our two countries and of the conciliatory attitude of the French 
Government, could be settled without difficulty by simply accepting the proj 
formulated by the French Consul at Muscat and accepted by His Majesty's Consul. 

informed M. Cambon that he is under a misapprehension in thinking that His 
Majesty's Consul at Muscat was in agrecment with the proposals advanced hy his 
French colleague, Major Grey, on the contrary, disagreed so completely with 
M. Laronco that ho considered it useless to formulate counter-proposals, and had 
Toferred the matter to His Majesty’s Government. 

M. Laronce's proposals were, I added, now under consideration of His Majesty's 
Government, and a communication would shortly be addressed to his Excollency on the 


subject. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 


(22593) No. 3. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 4) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, s paraphrase of 
tolegram from the Viceroy, dated the 2nd instant, rogarding Beda affairs, 


Initia Office, July 3, 1900, 


Tnelosure in No. 8. 
Government of India to Mr. Morley, 


(Tolographic.) _P. July 2, 1908. 
“RPFATRS in Aden Hinterland. 
Beda ‘Treaty. 
‘Telogram has been received from Resident, dated the 30th June, stating that he 
‘understands instructions in your telegram of the 18th June. 
Seo lntter part of your telegram of the 19th ultimo, 


(22838) No. & 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 5.) 


Sir, India Office, July 4, 1906, 

T AM directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 21st ultimo, forwarding, for his observations, a copy of Sir E. Grey's despatch to 
His Majety’s Ambansodor at Constantinople, No. 250 of the 2st ulm, relative to 
report made to the Turkish Government by their Military Commandant at Medjid with 
regard to certain proceedings of the British Political Agent at Babrein. 

In reply, Iam to say that Captain Prideanx’ report upon the case, with the orders 
of the Govornment of India thereupan, was transmitted to you with my letter af the 
6th ultimo; and Sir E. Grey will observe that the Government of India were of 


3 


opinion that, inasmuch as neither Babrein nor British interests were involved, Captain 
Prideaux action was not aliogother well advised. 
t r am to point that His Majesty's Government have never 
recognized Turkish sovercignty on the Arabian coast below Ojair.® 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ’ A. GODLEY. 





23052) No. 5, 
India Office to Foreign Ofice-—( Received July 7.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Sccretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 5th instant, regarding Muscat Arbitration, 


India Office, July 7, 1906. 


Inclosure in No. 5. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic) P. India Office, July 5, 1906. 
USCATT. Your telegrams dated the 21st May and 3rd instant. Early sottlo- 
ment of questions rising from the arbitration is being pressod for by French Government, 
It is urged by Foreign Office that, as rognrds future death of present tlag-holdare will 
bring whole question to an automatic end in comparatively short time, while constant 
resent friction ma bei 


‘an act of frien 
to be authorized 





[23210] No. 6. 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 9,) 


445.) 
r, 


" WITH reference to my despatch No. 498 of the Sih ultima, have the be 
to forward herewith a despatch from the Military Attaché to His Majesty's Embassy. 


Constantinople, July 1, 1908, 


reporting on political and military affairs in the Yemen. 
_ Thave, do. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


5S Sie P. ars note to Pore, dated Auras 13,186; alm Lord Salatary’e a 
ste Docnber 1886, and Si N. "Coulee yada Bs Loes eM 
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Tnclosure in No. 6. 


Colonel Surtees to Sir N. O*Conor. 
No, 36,) 
ir, Constontinople, July 1, 1906. 
I HAVE the honour to request that you will be so good as to forward, for the 
information of the military authorities, the following résumé of the actual military and 
political condition of affairs in the Yemen :— 


At the death of the Imam, Mohammed-clDin, of the family of the Zeiditi, in 1904, 
two candidates for the Imamship appeared on the scene, viz., Yahya Hamid-cl-Din, 
tho son of the above-mentioned Imam, and Said Mohammed-cl-Haschim-el-Dajani, the 
latter being a man of same 60 years of age, eapable, educated, aud Chief of the tribe 
of Dajan, which is located in the Se'ada country. 

‘The chief wibes af the Yemen, however, chose as Imam Yahya, who on the death 
of his father assumed the additional name of Hamideol-Din (but’ is known by the 
‘Turks as Mohammed Yahya), and marched against Said Mohammed-el-Haschim-cl- 
Dajani, conquered him, and compelled him to relinquish his claim to collect taxes from 
neighbouring tribes 

When Marshal Foizi Pusha in last September retook Sana'a, Mobammed-el-Dajani 
rebelled against tho Imam, hoping that the Turka would reward him by nominating 
him Imam of the Yemen. 

Soveral fights took place between the partisans of the Imam and of Mobammed- 
el-Dajani, finally resulting in the advantage of the latter. These hostilities wero 
froquently interrupted by intrigues conducted by both parties against the Turks, and 
also by intrignos hetwoon the Turks and El Dajani against the Imam, 

Ti seems that Yahyn wrote a long letter to El Dajani exhorting him to come to 
torms and to operate jointly with him against the Turk, their natural enemy; bat 
tho Imam of Sa‘da (El Dajani) rejected the offer, refusing to admit a rival in the 
Tmamship, arguing that ft was not hereditary, but should be hald by & member of tho 
Zeidici who was ovor 40 years of ago (a condition unfulfilled by Yahya), and that 
the Imam should not only bo the most learned in tho doctrines of alata, bui also tho 
moat vabiant in war, Moreover, El Dajani challenged his rival to theological dispute, 
undertaking to recognize Yabya's authority should it by desided that tho later had 
vanquished him. 

"Yaya did not accept these proposals. E! Dajani then developed a conciliatory 
attitude towards the Turkish Government, and applied for a small pecuniary subsidy 
and some munitions of war, promising if such ware granted to Gght against Yahya. 
"This offor was xubmitted to Constantinople for the decision of the Sultan, by whom 
it was not unfavourably received, since a modus vivendi with Yahya appeared izapossiblo, 
not only because of his unconciliatory demeanour, but because of the unbonding 
ajtitude of the Zoiditis, who do not recognize in the Sultan the Commander of the 
Faithful, alloging that this title is vested in the Zoid Arabs, who are descended from 
the Prophet, whereas the Sultan is a Turk and not an Arab, On the other hand, to 
arrive at an arrangement with El Dajani did not appear to present insuperable 
difficulties, sinco the latter did not aspire as Yahya did to the Caliphate. 

It sooms that the Sultan's reply—characteristic of the usual yielding diplomacy, 
which trusts no one=was received about 8 month since by the Yernen authorities, an 
was to tho effect that the pecuniary subsidy could bo granted if the Yemen authorities 
considered it advisable, but that the request for arma could not be acceded to, as, if 
El Dajani should be vietorions against Yahya, thero was no guarantee that he would 
not appear at the head of the Zeiditi in arma against the Imperial troo 

awhile, the whole country continues 1 bein a state of anarchy. Tho highs 
Innd Arubs are at prosent occupied in agricultural pursuits (the harvest is reported to 
beabundant) and aro tranquil, but the straggle will shortly recommence. 

1 military sitoation shows no sign cf improvement. Feizi Pasha ix still at 
Sana‘a, but with the scent forces available is unable to undertake any expedition, 
whilst discipline deteriorates and nmutinous acts are prevalent, 

About the middle of last month some Redif companies of the garrison of Imran 
loft their post and marched to Sana'a, where they clamorously urged their claim to be 
discharged as some of their comrades at Sana'a had been, 

Feizi Pasha caused these men to be paraded and addressed them, requiring them 
to return to their duty, but many refused to listen to him, and spread themselves over 
the city, Shortly after this the Pasha received information that the mutineers intended 





to force one of the town gates of Sana'a by night and to march out thence to Hodeida; 
where to obtain possession af a ship and set sail from the Yemen. 

The thereupon concentrated some reliable troops with artillery near. the 

and when the column of mutineers approached, opened. fire. Many were killed, 

retmainder being made prisoners, and eventually distributed amouiit ihe loyal 
Yattalions; only a very few contrived to escapo, and these have probably joined 
ya. 

It would seem that the Porte has decided to gradually withdraw from the Yemen 
all the remaining Redif battalions, and to send only recruits as reinforcements ; 
17,000 are required. 

Information received from Smyrna states that these are to be supplied from this 
year's levy, from which only the most robust are chosen, and a proportion of two-thirds 
‘of those presenting themselves at as Gee tare destined for the Yemen. 

we, &e. 
(Signed) "=H. CONYERS SURTEES, Cilonel, 
Military Attaché. 


(23214) No. 7. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received July 9.) 


jo. 449.) 
. Constantinople, July 8, 1906, 
WITH rvference to my despatch No, 400, Confidential, of the 11th ultimo, I havo 
the honour to forward herewith a despatch from His Majesty’s Acting Consul at 
Teddah, respecting the stato of affairs in the Nejd and Bin Saoud, 
Thave, de, 
(Signed) N, R, O'CONOR, 


Inclosure in No. 7. 
Acting Consul Mohammed Hussein to Sir N, O'Conor. 


jo. MM.) 
ir, Jeddah, June 19, 1908. 

L HAVE the tionour to report that news has come here that Bin Saood has lately 
given orders to all the Arab Shoikbs and tribes in Nejd to desist from keoping oom 
munication with the Turkish officials and troops, and to stop carrying their malls and 
‘supplies, under a threat of sevore punishment if his orders were sot complied with. 

The Sheikhs of tribes who were tili now helping the Turks in Nejd bavo informed 
the military officers who are with the Turkish troops there that they will have nothing 
to do with them in future, and that they will not carry thoir mails and supplies 

‘This information was sent by the offer in command of the Turkish troops in 
Neji to Medina, and was telegraphed to Constantinople, wherefrom onder has been 
given to the Military Mutessarif, who is still in Medina, to march with 600 troops 
nd two guns to the help of the Turkish troops now in Ned, and take the necessary 

to keep the lines of communication open. 

{t is also reported that the son of Bin Rashid bas also gone out to attack Bin 
Savod, and has asked the Turkistr troops to co-operate with him. 

have, &e. 
(Bigned) MOHAMMED HUSSEIN. 


(23435) No.8, 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received, July 10.) 
THE Under-Secretary of State for I nts his compliments to the Unders 
tary of Sine for Foreiga Affair, andy direction of Dr. Secretary. Morey, 


re pele for the information Secretary. of State, copy of ay Secret. 
1669) 
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[etter to the Government of India dated the 24th November, 1905; and (2) Secret 
despatch from the Government of India dated the Bist May, 1906, regarding Babrein 
affairs, 


India Ofee, July 9, 1908. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 8. 


Mr. Brodrick to Government of India. 


2. It is stated in the Memorial that a copy has been addressed to your Excellency. 
I request that I may bo informed in due course of any action that may be taken in the 
matter, and that T may be favoured with any observations you may have to offer ia 
connection with the fuct that the Sheikh has employed the agent of a commercial firm 
for the purposes of a political communication, 
T have, &, 
(Signed) ' ST. JOHN BRODRICK. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 8. 


Messrs. Kynoch to India Office. 


fy Lion Works, Witton, Birmingham, November 14, 1905. 

WE havo the honour to submit for your consideration a Petition, in the original 
and translated, from the reigning Prince at Babroin, which we have received from our 

nts for transmission to you, 

‘The Prince is a friend of the English, and supports us in preference to foreign 
competitors, and in these days we have great difficalties in counteracting the iaduence 
of foreign diplomney on commorcial matters, but we know vothing personally of the 
matters the Prince refers to, We could, however, obtain from our agents any further 
information you may desire, 

We have, &e. 
(For Messrs. Kynoch, Limited), 
(Signed) PRANK HUXHAM, 
Secretary and Manager, 


Inclosure 3 in No, 8. 
Petition from the Sheikh of Bahrein. 


(Translation from the Arabic, 

T LAY open my complaint hereby to the gracious British Imperial Government's 
compassion, 

About six years ago I was in perfect quietness, pleased with your Representatives? 
eager, disposing myself of the things Of the Principality without any interference, red 
all the natives were pleased with me and my treating them. 

Merely between your State (whose power God save!) and me there were two 
Agreements, dated the 19th Muharram, 1298 (corresponding to the 22nd December, 
1880), and the 14th Shaban, 1300 (corresponding to the 13th March, 1892), by which T 
had bound myself not to enter into negotiations nor make Treaties of any sort with any 
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State or Government other than the British without the consent of the said British 
Government, and to refuse permission to any other Government than the British to 
establish Diplomatic or Consular Agencies or coaling depts in my territory, unless with 
‘the consent of the British Government. 

But, as to the home matters, I was a Ruler as the Bahrein Rulers my predecessors 
without difference, except that the British Government had here a Representative under 
whose jurisdiction your subjects were lain, But that Agent was a Mussulman, knowing 
the erigencisof the religion of the Principality people and all the Mussulmans, between 
whom a2 aim the relations were extremely easy. 

Bat these six years ago my tranquillity changed in trouble, and I became grieved 
with the yexations of your Representatives, and their lowering my situation without 
motive from me. 


1, At first, your Representatives obliged me to interdict the sale of arms, and I 
became deprived’ of this advantage, [only among the Arabs’ Chiefs; for it is a free 
trade elsewhere on all the Arabi 

2. Later the Mussulman Representative here was replaced for an English one, who 
medilled himself with the home matters, and arroyated to himself the competency in 
what was no business of his, though he was ignorant of the religious law and customs 
of the Mussulmans. Here is an example of what resulted of thi 

A German merchant evinced contempt for one of my family's Princes, the Sheikh 
Ali, a son of my late brother Ahmad, and in some way one of my sons, married with my 
daughter. Then three men-of-war went in front of the Principality capital, for the sake 
of that German merchant, and stayed there many days, threatening and preparing for 
battle with us. 

3. Afterwards your Representatives asked me for delivering my son, the Sheikh 
Hamad, to them, and I, for my respect to Britain, delivered him to them; then they 
arrested him and kept him prisoner on boar of one of the vessels,” 

4. They seized upon the house of mine at which I had authorized the Sheikh Ali to 
live in they possessed themselves of all his personal proportics, horses, thoroughbred 
camels, household goods, utensils, &e.; they carried all that to Bushire, Koweit, and 
Muscat, except a part which burned, 

5, As Sheikh Ali had fled for fear, your Representatives requested me to proclaith 
order to arrest him, and 1 did 40, not willingly but by force. 

6. On account of the quarrel which had happened betwoen the German und the 
Ali's servants, your Representatives ordered and gathered a fine, and I must havo got 
seourged violently the Sheikh Ali's servants in presence of the Political Resident of the 
Persian Gulf and the Political Resident at Babrein. Accordingly that afluir was a settled 
‘one, when, at my amazement, happened the event aforesaid, 

7. When Sheikh Ati surrendered, asking for indulgence from the gracious Imperial 
Government, he was arrested and is yet a prisoner, 

8. ‘They threw down my flag-maxt, the sign of my rank, 

9. After all that I wrote to your Representatives that they state to the gracious 
Government the vexations I had suilered; but no reply reached me from them, 


Accordingly I try to move your pity, and I request from your justice and equity 
that you restore me in my previous quictness and contentment; for it is the state that 
‘suits you as well ax us, and thereby your reputation will be retrieved among the people of 
these countries, 

1 wrote this 1m two copies, oue of which 1 send to the Viceroy of India, his 
Excellency Lord Minto, and the other to the Secretary of State for India, his Excellency 
Mr. Brodrick. 

Alll of us pray God in behalf of Great Britain for ever, God save you! 


‘The 3rd Shaban, 1328 (2nd October, 1905), 
(Signed and sealed from Issa-bin-Ali-al-Khalifa, the Ruler of Bahrein.) 





8 


Tnclosure 4 in No. 8. 


India Office to Messrs. Kynoch. 


Bir, India Opies ae 22, ee 
"| AM directed by Mr. Secretary Brodrick to acknowle ze, with an expression 
is thanks, the receipt of your letter of the 14th November, forwarding the original and 
Belaton of a Memorial from the Sheikh of Batra, recived Yy jour frm through 
their agents, 3 
‘Cominications between the Sheikh and the British Government are conducted by 
the Government of India, and I am to state that the Memorial will be transmitted to 
the Governor-General for the necessary action. . 


am, &¢. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Inolosure 5 in No. 8. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


Simla, May 31, 1906. 

WE have the honour to refer to Mr. Brodrick’s Secret despatch dated the 2ath 
November, 1005, regarding the Memorial from the Sheikh of Bahrein. ‘ 

2. In'complianee with the request made in paragraph 2 of the despatch, we inclose 
herewith a copy vf our correspondence with the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf 
on the subject of the Memorial. ais 

‘3 With regard to the action of the Sheikh in having employed the agent of a 
commercial firm for the purpose of a political communication, we would invite your 
attention to the reply* given ty Sheikh Esa to a question put to him on the sabject by 
Major Cox ato seteal interview, The point It with in the last paragraph of the 
reply which we have authorized the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf to forward to 

Chief 
Sear mata Major Cox's letters dated the 2nd and 22nd Febraary, 1906, 
that Sheikh Esa has never had any direct dealings with Messrs. Kynoch, and does not 
ow their name; but that the firm has recently supplied a large consignment of 
cartridges to M, Goguyer, the French merchant at Bahrein. Major Cox infers from 
this fact, and from tho, circumstantial evidence referred to in his letter dated the 21st 
January, 1006, that M, Goguyer had a hand in the preparation of the Memorial. 
Signed) hove. Sinvto, 
rain KITCHENER. 
A. 'T. ARUNDEL. 
DENZLL IBBETSON. 
HL. ERLE RICHARDS. 
BN. BAKER. 
©. H. SCOTT. 
©. L. TUPPER. 


Inclosure 6 in No.8, 
Government of India to Major Cox. 


Fort William, December 6, 1905. 

1 AM directed to forward, in original, a Petition from Sheikh Esa, Chief of 
Babin, dated the 2nd Oetober, 1905, together with an English translation of the same 
received with it, and to request that you will report if you have any observation to make 
‘on any of the matters referred to therein, or any suggestions as to the tenour of the reply 
whieh should be made. 

* See Inclosure 15. 
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2. It will be eouvenient if you will express your opinion as to the authorship 
of the document, which does not read as if it were the work of Sheikh Esa alone. 
You will no doubt observe that the statement about the knocking down of the 
fagstatt is repeated, though Sheikh Esa informed Captain Prideanx that he withdrew 


Inclosure 7 in No, & 
Government of India to Major Cox. 


Fort Williom, December 19, 1905. 

IN continuation of the letter from the Government of India in the Foreign 
Department dated the 6th December, 1005, 1 am directed to forward a copy of a Secret 
despatch, dated the 24th November, 1905, from Hia Majesty's Secretary of State for 
India, together with its inclosuros, on the subject of the Memorial from the Sheikh of 
Bahre 

2. I am to request the return of tho original Arabic Memorial sent herewith, 
together with your remarks in connection with the fact that the Sheikh has employed 
the agent of commercial finn for transmitting. hix Memorial to the Secretary of 
tate. 


Tnolosure 8 in No. 8 
Major Cox to Government of India. 


(Confidential) Bushire, January 21, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to reply to Foreign Department letter dated the éth 
December, 1905, on the subject of the Memorial addressed to Government by the Sheikh 
of Bahrein, 

2. 1 asked the Political Agent, Baltein, for his views, in tho first instance, and 
attach a copy of his reply. It will bo ween that he is of opinion that Shoikh Esa's 
associate in the dispatch of the Memorial was Sheikh Mahomed Abdul Wahab Pasha, 
the Turkish subject, who has recently been reported upon in Museat, Diaries, and with 
whose identity the Government of India are familiar. 

Tt is quite possible that the Arab, who is a close friend of Goguyer, may havo bad 
something to do with it, but 1 think eiteumstantial evidence points rather to M. Goguyer 
himself or his son. ‘They wero both at Babrein with a party of French poarl merchanta 
in August, September, or October 1905,* and it will be noted that the handwriting: in 
vhich the English translation which accompanied Sheikh Esa's Petition is written fs -m 
continental one, and that the notepaper used is the ordinary cross-ruled pattorn used 
by foreign merchants, and which to my knowledge was used by Goguyer in Muscat, 
‘The handwriting is not Goguyer’s own, and probably not his son's, but very. possibly 
that of Madame Nattan or one of her party. I am endeavouring to obtain spocimens 
of their handwriting, and if any tangible result is arcived at T sl oubmit © furtbor 
report later. 

‘The prominent position given to Sheikh Esn's griovance regarding the arms traffic 
also points to Gogayer; and, onthe other hand, the inclusion of the English date and 
the correct names of Lord Minto and Mr. Brodrick, and lastly the idea which prompted 
the despatch of the Memorial though Messrs, Kynoch all suggest a European rather 
than an Arab coadjutor. 

3. At the conclusion of their communication under reply, the Government of India 
invite my remarks upon the fact that Sheikh Esa employed the agent of a commercial 
firm for the transmission of his Memorial to the Secretary of State. For so venerable a 
patriarch Sheikh Esa is very ignorant in such matters, and I think that any romarks 
addressed to him from the point of view that his action was a breach of etiquette would 
be lost upon him. Owing, however, to the fact that he hus had very little to do with 
Bntish officers up till quite recently and, in spite of assurances: from in Prideaux 
and myself, affects to be uncertain whether all his wishes or representations are commue 
nicated to Government, it might be well if I were permitted to make a communication 
to, him on. behalf of Government to the effect that, while the British Government are 


* Beskire Reaideocy Diaries forthe weeks ending September 17, October § and 29, 1905 
{2669} D 
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always glad to receive and ready to lend a just and sympathetic ear to the legitimate 
representations of their subjects and dependents, so far as he is concerned they have 
trusted local Representatives whose responsibility and habit it is to communicate his 
circumstances and wishes to them fully, and that in view of this fact they can only con- 
sider his communications when received through those responsible officers and not 
through the commercial channels to which he has needlessly resorted in the present 
instance. 

4. ‘The arms trade to Babrein, which is brought into prominence in this corre- 
spondence, is only one factor af’ the general question of the arms trade from Muscat to 
other parts of the littoral, and if, as seems probable, the whole question is now under 
roview by the Government of India, the case of Bahrein will no doubt be considered 
simultaneously with that of Koweit, with regard to which [had the honour to address 
Government very recently under my Office indorsement of the 31st December, 1905. 

With regard to the other topics touched upon in Sheikh Esa’s letter, Captain 
Prideanx's comment thereon and the general position at Babrein, I ask permission to 
postpone avy special remarks or recommendations for m short time. I hope to pay a 
Kiurely vist to Bahrsio atian early dato to discuss various matters with the Polical 
Asgent and the Sheikh, and T shall be in. better positon then to address Government 

ly. 


Troturn the original Arabie Memorial as directed. The original English translae 
tion I take the liberty of keeping for the present. 


Inclosure 9 in No. 8. 
Captain Prideaue to Major Cox. 


Bahrein, January 18, 1906, 

WITH reference to your Office indorsement dated the 26th December, 1905, i 
clonures to which are heréwith returned, on the subject of Sheikh Esa-bin-Ali's Pe 
dated the 2nd October, 1905, Thave the honour to submit the following report :— 

2, ‘The secret of the despatch of tbis Potition has been extremely well kept in 
Bahrein, and I doubt if any of the Chief's subjects, except one or two of his relations 
and his clerk, have had any cognizance of it, ‘The English translation was undoubtedly 
made in Wombay, and I have no hesitation in expressing the opinion that Sheikl 
Mahomed-bin-Abdul Wahab Pasha must have been the Chief's correspondent and agent 
in the matter there. 

8. Thavo asked the Chief why he hnd not forwarded the Petition through me, and 
have pointed out that he would probably have received his answer quicker if he had 
dono 50, He replied that ho bad informed mo in his letter of the 30th May, 1905, that 
he would address the Government direct if he did not receive through me an ‘carly 
reply to all his representations, and he had subsequently only carried out this threat, 

4, To some extent the Chief's statement may be considered plausible, as, with the 
exceptions of the long. message which you desired me in your letter dated the 11th 
June, 1905, to communicate to him, and of my letter dated the 4th July, 1905, to which 
T havo referred in the first paragraph of my letter dated the 16th July, 1905, to your 
address, Sheikh Esa has not been given any definite reply. He has never, however, 
reminded me of this nor has be inguted whether Government had in any way modifed 
the moseage which you had sent to him. Moreover, after acquiescing in the deportation 
‘of Sheikh Ali, it neems curious that the Chief should affect to think that we bad not 
been acting entirely under instructions from Government, 

5. In the mattor of the flagstaif I have pressed the Chief to say whether he now 
believes that it was lowered under my orders, that it was lowered by my subordinates 
without my knowledge, or that it was blown down by the wind. He has replied that 
perhaps the dagstaff was not lowered under my orders, but that he has heard from 
Pablo. pesooe tbat the sqpoys who ware in charge of the house hed intentionally 

lied in down. T need hardly say that this accusation is ridiculous, You may perhaps, 
jowever, deem it advisable to call upon the Chief to produce his informants before you 
when you next visit Babrein, 

6, It is characteristic of Sheikh Ean that when referring to the two Agreements of 
1880 and 1892 he should make no reference to the numerous occasions on which 
‘we have resolutely given him aid and protection, his obtuseness of feeling in this con. 
nection having even caused him to omit mention of the important Treaty of 1861 in 
which the first guarantee of British protection for his State was openly made. 
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7. Still more astonishing will the Government probably consider the fact of the 
‘Chief's objecting to the presence of a British officer in Bahrein, With a community 
of some eight or ten Europeans in the place, a considerable influx of native Christians 
from Turkey, and the large inerease of trade enjoyed by the merchants of Babrein, many 
of whom are British subjects, it is not probable that the Government will he impressed 
by the Chief's preferenes for the former system, under which a native merchant gave 
only a portion of his time to their interests. 

8. With regard to the Arms Traffic Prohibition, I can only ventare to make the 
following observations with the greatest diffidence, as the Agreement on the subject 
was taken from the Chief before the formation of the Babrein Political Ageney, and I 
have not been able to refer to any correspondence on the subject :— 

I was First Assistant to the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf at the time, 
however, and, if my memory serres me, the Chief was first asked by Colonel Meade to 
subscribe to an Agreement similar to that which the Sultan of Muscat had jast granted. 
‘The Government of India, however, considered that such an Agreement would not suit 
the different conditions of Bahrein, and the Sheikh was accordingly desired in langua 
that I fear he must have resented ‘as too peremptory to agree to absolutely prohibit the 
import and export of arms and ammunition in his dominion, 

9, At the same time, I have never heard either from the Chief himself or from any 
other person that Sheikh Esa was nursing a grievance in this connection, Moreover, 
ine han one shop for the sale of arms is well known to exist in Mubarrag, inally to 
facilitate the sale of weapons imported previous to the isme of the Prob and I 
have heard that Sheikh Haroad, whose importations of goods are never scrutinized bj 
the customs farmers, is suspected of being engaged to a considerable extent in the illicit 
trade. I have been quietly watching this subject for some time past, but have taken no 
action whatever, except to advise Sheikh Exa to remind M. Gogayer, on the latter's first 
arrival here, of the existence of the Prohibition, 

10. T do not suppose that the Government will consider for # moment the posibiity 
of cancelling or modifying the Agrectent in foree, ax the poople of Bahrein in general 
hhave no personal need for moro arms, and the Chief can always obtain the consent of 
Government to import whatever may be required in special eases. ‘To endeavour to 
place the other Chiefs on the Arab side of the Gulf on the samo footing, if it has not 
already boon done, would appear to be a far more eatisfactory alternative, 

11. The question whether, and to what extent, the Chiof of Tabrein bax suffered 
pecuniary loss from the total suppression of the arms trade can probably be calculated in 

four Office without much difficulty, but to say what proportions of the arms imported 
into Babrein would ultimately have found thoir way into Persia, Turkey, and independent 
Arabia respectively is a much less easy matter, 

My late Munshi, Khan Sahib Haji Abbas, is of opinion that 50 per cent. went to 
Persia, 30 to Turkish territory, 10 to Oman, and 10 remained in the islands. 

12. I should personally not be surprised to learn that the customs revonue which 
the Chief now receives is greater than that which he obtained in 1897, inclading the 
duty on arms, this fact being largely due to the opening of the tio European firms in 
Bahrein, who were no doubt partially attracted to Manama by the presence of a British 
Political Oficer and the more frequent calls of steamers in that port. In conclusion, I 
Fenture to express the opinion that, until the Chif exhibits a less obstinate attitude and 
a greater senso of the bonefits he has received, it is not advisable to make him any 
concessions whater' 


Tnclosure 10 in No. 8 
Major Cox to Gocernment of India. 


Bushire, February 2, 1906, 

IN reply to Foreign Department lotter dated the 19th December, 1905, have the 
honour to submit a report from the Political Agent, Babrein, regarding the Memorial 
forwarded by some one on bebalf of Sheikh Esa to His Majesty's Secretary of State for 
India, 

2 On the 21st ultimo I had the honour to forward the views of Contain Pridennx 
‘and myself upon the duplicate Petition addressed by Sheikh Esa to his Excellency the 
Viceroy, and we have little further to add. 

Since last writing I have obtained specimens of the handwriting of Goguyer's con 
Jean and of Mame, Nettan, but eannot entity either with the writing found in the 
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translation referred to in ‘the frst paragraph of Foreign Department letter of the 
Gth December, 1905. There remain Goguyer’s younger son and Mme. Nattan's 
daughter, who ‘might have written it, but I see no likelihood of being able to obtain 
specimens of their handwriting for the present, and therefore have the honour to return 
the translation in question, together with the Arabic original of the Petition to His 
Majesty's Secretary of State, received with Foreign Department letter dated the 
19th December, 1905, in ease the Government of India should think it desirable to 
institute inquiries through the police authorities in Bombay. 

‘As regards the Muscat trade, Messra Kynoch’s chief constituents are the British 
Indian traders, Damodar Dharamsee, Dhanjee Purshotum Dianjee, and a Parsee 
named Lodawalla, and also Messrs. A. and T. J. Malcolm, of Bashire. should not 
connect any of thom with Sheikh Esa’s Petition 


Inclosure 11 in No. §. 


Captain Prideaux to Major Coz. 


Bahrein, Janwary 27, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Office indorsement dated 
the 8rd January, 1006, forwarding s copy of Foreign Department letter dated the 
19th December, 1905, and inelosures, including an Arabic Memorial in original submitted 
by the Chiof of Babroin to His Majesty's Secretary of State for India, 

2, As the Memorial in question é& a duplicate of the one which T have previously 
neon and reported on in my lotter dated the 13th January, 1906, to your address, I have 
litle more to aay on the subjet. From what I have gathered in ltercourse with Sheikh 
Essa, the latter kins uovor bad any direct dealings with Messrs. Kynocb, nor does he know 
thelr name. T think it would he useful if the Commissioner of Police in Bombay wore 
asked to inform un who are the firm's customary correspondents or agents in that city. 

‘8. The Memorial (in original) is returned herewith, 


Tnelesure 12 in No. 8. 
Major Cox to Government of India. 


i 29, 1906, 

L HAVE the honour to refer to paragraph 2 of my letter, marginally noted,* on 
the subject of the submission by the Sheiktt of Bahrein of a Memorial through Messrs, 
Kynoch (Limited), of Birmingham, 

2. T note from the “Reta of Arms nnd Ammunition” shipped by steamship 
“ Baluchistan” from England during January last (of which docament the Gorerament 
of Indin have received n copy from the Foreign Office), that large consignment of 
cartridges has been supplied by the firm in question to M. Goguyer. 

‘the fact that the Frenchman is in direct business relations with Messrs. Kynoch 
makes it the more probable that he was a party to Sheikh Esa's Memorial, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 8. 
Major Cox to Government of India. 


(Confidential, Bushire, February 2%, 1906. 
T HAVE the honour to advert to the correspondence on the subject of Sheikh 
Baa‘s Momorial ending with Foreign Department telegram dated the 22nd. Februars, 
2% Iam submitting simultaneously, under this Oftice letter of the 25th February, 


Soe Inclonure & 
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1906, a summary of what passed at a recent interview between myself and the Sheikb, 
and would ask that it may be generally regarded as the fuller report contemplated in 
Paragraph 4 of my letter of the 2ist January, 1906, but would add here a few words of 
final comment on the Memorial in question. 

3. Of the nine items of complaint represented, or in some cases misrepresented, in 
the document -— 


Item 1. Regarding the Arms Prohibition, is now preferred for the first time, and has 
deen discussed with the Sheikh at my recent interview, to the summary of which T would 
invite reference. 

Ttem & The alleged demolition of the Sheikh's flagstaff is an entire misunder- 
standing on the part of the Sheikh and has been repeatedly explained to him ; and it 
will be seen that, subject to the concurrence of Governinent and his amenability, E have 

wstter to his satisfaction. 


ipt of replies to his representations, Shoikh Esa’s 
letter of the 30th May, 1905, to the Political Agent, Bahrein, and now referred to in 
the latter's lettor of the 13th January last, was fully replied to, as far as T was in a 

ition to do s0, in my long letter addressed to the Sheikh in Memorandum form on the 
Fuh June, which was eareflly commusieated to him by the Political Agent nt x portonal 
interview arranged for the purpose, 

In this connection it would seem that the onl of communication which in 
Sheikh Kaa's view would constitute that suitable and adequate response to. Kis requeate 
which has hitherto been denied him would be one in which the Govornmont of Indin 
intimated to him that they were sorry for the action which they hnd taken at Babrein 
Inst. year; thot they saw that the presence of a British officer wax not nocossary and 
would remove him ; and that in future, ax long as the Sheikhs of Babein did not activel 

Tees British subjects, they would’ be left to carey’ on the administention or mal 
Iministration of Manasa as best pleasod thom, If it is not this, it is not ensy to see 
what apecial reply it is that the Sheikh wants, 


4. I may remark in conclusion that Sheikh Bsa's reference to the Customs question 
in his lotter of the 80th May above referred to could hardly have been moant, or 
Properly be taken, ns serious. It was simply suggestion tbat Government, shoul, 
without any guid pro quo or compensating advantage whatever, pay off all his debts to 
the “banians” and let him conduet the Customs through the media of Bahroin Arab 
and Scedi retainers solocted by himself, Idid not desaribe the proposal so baldly in 
replying to Sheikh Esa, as Iwas glad even of this opening, as emanating from Sheikh 
Ean himself, for the discussion of the Customs question. 

It will be seen, however, from the repart of my interview with him on tho 
14th instant that he has no intention of adopting our advice in any serious or reasonable 
way whatever, 


Tnclosure 14 in No. 8, 
Major Cox to Government of India. 


(Confidential) Bushire, February 2, 1906, 

T HAVE the honour to refer to the Seoretary of State's Secret despatch dated the 
10th Norember, 1905, on the subject of our policy at Bahroin, forwarded to me under 
Foreign Departinent indorsement of the 30th idem. 

, In toat despatch His Majesty's Government, while not deeming it convenient at 

to define in precise terms the position of the Sheikh of Bahrein towards the 
Protecting Pores, ‘realon, to, aathintar tim. Civretiadsd “On TAA To cinseee ie 
political authorities inthe Persian Gulf to proceed as proposed in paragraph 6 of 
the draft which formed Appendix (A) of Secret letter dated the 14th September, 1905, 
from the Government of India to the Secretary of State 

Tn the paragraph referred to the Gorerument of india pronounced the view that 
‘the one question on which they felt compelled to offer authoritative advice was that of 
‘Customs reform, and suggested that the best course in the first instance might be for 
me to. int ‘frank explanation with the Chief ow the subject. 2 
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That explanation I have now had, and it will be seen from the accompanying 
Memorandum of what passed at a long interview between myself, the Political Agent, 
Babrein, and Sheikh Esa, on the 14th instant, that the latler has once mote refused 
altogether to accept the advice of the Government of India in this respect in any form 
whatever. 

3. For speaking plainly to the Sheikh in a friendly way I could hardly have had a 
more favourable opportunity than that which I have just used. I had invited him, in the 
first place, to open his mind and express himaelf freely to me, and had assured him of 
my desire'to help him where possible. In regard to all five topics, mention of which 
had preceded that of the Customs question, I had lent a patient and sympathetic ear, 
and had promised to represent his wishes of ciremmstances forthwith, and favourably, to 
the Government of India. One might reasonably have expected that this would have 
paved the way for a senaible exchange of views at all events, and an explanation of some 
of the reasons whieh make the reformation of Sheikh Esa's Customs so unpalatable to 
him, On the contrary, ke was ax dogged and unbending as he could well be, much as 
he was Inst your, when I first endeavoured to persuade him to do justice to the injured 
Persians—an attitude, T would remark, which he changed altogether two months later, 
when he at length realized that we intended to enforce our demands. He would give no 
reasons ; he practically would not discuss the question, exeept to keep repeating that he 
had given his answer several times before, and that it was the same now. 

4. Ido not think I neod ay much of the past history of our negotiations in 
conneetion with the Rabrein Customs, for the Government of India are already familiar 
with it. It was fully gone into In their despatch dated the 2ist April, 1904, to His 
Majesty's Seerotary of State,® on the subject of our representation at Bahrein. Since 
then Sheikh Eva has once been formally approached by the Politieal Agent ; further, the 
the subject was pointedly alluded to in the ultimatum presented to him last year, and 
have now exhaustively pressed it upon him. 

In fnet, the record showe that since the beginning of 1898 Sheikh Esa has beon 
authoritatively appronebed no lew than nine times in all, by throo Residents and one 
Viceray in person ; and 1 arm driven unwillingly to the conclusion that there now remains 
no reasonable hope that in this ar matter Sheikh Kaa will ever respond to our 
fricndly advice, and that it would be humiliating to continue to expose our proposals to 
rejection without reason. I feel, in fact, that we have reachod & point at which wo must 
either elect to drop the question altogether daring Sheikh Esa’s lifetime or put the 
Toquixito measures through without consulting him further, ‘The record leads me to 
think that it is the former course which Government will prefer to take, if the 
political outlook is hold to admit of it, : 

5. Lwonld ask referonce hore to the ¢ in the summary of my interviow with 
Shoikli Eas in which I asked him if it would not be botter for him to conform to our 
advico with a good graco rathor than oblige Government to take measures without 
consulting him. He replied to this quite eamally without exbibiting the loast 
‘or concern, and it ix my opinion, which T think Captain Prideaux bares, that this 
atubborn refusal to necept our advice ix in a great measure due to a desire to play to 
the gallery and to save his amour-propre. It is the same sontiment which has made 
him protend outwardly to be intensely injured by Sheikh Ali's banishmont, though he 
ia no doubt vory glad at heart to be spared his troublesome company. 

Shetkh Esa knows that we can assame control when we choose and probably expects 
vs to do 40, and when once this is done in a way which will enable him to natisty his 
ignorant entourage that it was beyond his power to prevent it, 1 believe he will soon 
sottle down quietly to the inevitable and will be thankful to us in the nequel for having 
carried out the measure. 

Tvonture to recommend, thoreforo, that the Government of India take over the 
‘Customs as early as can be conveniently arranged. A . 

6. In expressing this view I should not omit to allude briefly to the following 
attendant considerations -— 

(1) Any saliont measure which we take in the Gulf region nowadays is sure to 
‘evoke hostile eriticism from unfriendly quarters. It goes without saying that the course 
now proposed will prove no exception ; but the longer we delay, the moro eriticism we are 
Tikely to have to face, and there is surely no reason why such a consideration should 
deter us from a fixed purpose. 2 

(2) Secondly, our action at Bahrein will no doubt have an influence one way or the 
aber on the paral question which is pending at Museat, Toth personally indined to 


* Political Resident in the Persian Gulfto tho Government of India, dated December 7, 1904. 
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think that the effect will be favourable and useful to us, and will tend to dispose the 
Sultan to accept the inevitable either at once or a little later when he sees the favourable 
financial results of the change at Rabrein. This, however, is a problem in regard to 
which T would prefer that the Government of India should be influenced by Major Grey's 
views rather than my own, as he is the officer who has immediately to deal with the 
Sultan in regard to the Muscat question. For the rest, apart from broad considerations 
of international policy lying beyond my horizon, it appears to my humble judgment not 
only convenient, but necessary, that we should take some earlystep of a kind which will, 
within the limits preseribed “hy the poliey of His Majesty's Government, publicly 
strengthen and affirm our authority over Babrein, At the present moment, as the 
Gorernment of India are aware, the Persian Foreign Office, tutored no doubt by the 
Russian Legation, and encouraged by the article in the “Hable! Matin" of the 27th 
March, 1905, is energetically attempting to revive the old assertion of Persian rights 
over Bahrein. Again, foreign European merchants coutinue from time to time to discuss 
their claims to exterritoriality and Consular intervention in regard to their affairs, 
‘The assumption of the Babrein Customs will in all probability put a stop to such 
indications, whereas there can be Tittle doubt that if'we do not wip them in the bud 
they will gather force as time gocs on. 


7. As to the financial aspect of the question, I solicit referonce to my predecessor's 
letior dated the 18th February, 1904, of which little modification ix needed to bring the 
information contained in it up to date. 

It will bo scen from paragraph 4 thereof that four-fifths of the revenue is farmed 
by Messrs. Gungaram Tikamdass for the years February 1906 to January 1908 for 
96,000 rupecs per annum, 

On the account for these two years 1 understand that Sheikh Hea bas alroady 
received 76,000 rupecs in advance, which ho haa presumably spent, and tht he now 
recvives from the farmer 4500 rupees per mensem. 

‘The existing farm for the remaining one-fifth of the roronue expires in April 1906, 
shen Sheikh Eas proposes take it over himelf or what he Is pense to call taking i 
over himself, He has already within the last fortnight or 40 contracted loasis 
amounting to 20,000 rupees on the security of this one-fifth, on which he has drawn 
bills: and he will no doubt continue to hypothocato it up to tho utmost limit. 

‘This means that he has had nearly the whole of his revenue for the yeur 1906-1007 
in advance. 

Besides this he ix believed to havo had a considerable portion of the value 
of the pearls belonging to the estate of Seyyid Khalaf, as explained in my letter of 
to-day’s date, 

iis foancial position, therefore, is ax unsatisfactory as it could well be, 

On the other hand, local merchants with the best opportunities of knowing the 
facts inform the Political Agent that if properly conducted not 3 lakhs, but 5, could 
realized from the Customs, 

8 ‘The question of the treatment to be accorded to the British Indian firm 
which at potent has the farm does not scem to be a very difeilt or compliated 
problem. 

‘They have repeatedly been informed of our intention to administrate the Customs, 
and it would seem to be quite suficient for us to pey them the balance due to them of 
tho price which they paid for the farm, with reasonable interest, by monthly or quarterly 
instalments recovered from the customs receipts. 

If the Gorernment of India preferred to pay off the whole in cash at once, as 
suggested in paragraph 7 of Colonel Kemball’s letter under reference, so much the 
better. In any case a statement of account which was correct to-day might require 
modification to-morror, so that it would be necessary that the precise figures should be 
finally zone into on the spot should the Government of India decide to move at an early 
date in the direction of the assumption of the Babrein Customs. 
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Inclosure 15 in No. 8. 


Memorandum of what passed at an Interview between the Sheikh of Bakrein, the Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf, and the Politieat Agent at Bakrein, on February 14, 
1906. 


THE weather being somewhat uncertain and Sheikh Esa having asked to bo 
exeused coming over to Manama as he was suffering from a cold and cough, whieh 
made it inadvisable for him to go abroad, Captain Prideaux and I arranged to spend 
the day at Mubarraq on the 14th Febroary. I bad requested Sheikh Hamad the 
érening before to ask his father to make a list of or Keep in mind any topics which he 
might wish to diseuss with me. = - 

We found the Sheikh apparently in his usual health, and he said he was feeling 
better, but he was actually troubled with a slight congh. "He was accompanied by his 
three sons, Hamad, Mahomed, and Abdulla, and a young son of Sheikh Hamad, who, 
however, disappeared before we began to talk business. 

‘After the usual formal inquiries had been exchanged and coffeo served I told the 
Sheikh that Thad come over to stay for two or three days, and, reminding him of my 
message of the evening before, asked him if there were any special matters which he 
desired to diseurs with me. 

He replied at once in the affirmative, saying that there wore two or three mattors 
affecting him in reard to whieh thoro had been neglect (“alee”) on our part. Being 
asked to explain, he went on to aay that the first subject to which he referred was that 
of the murder of his Kioxman Sheikh Sclman-bin-Diaij by Bebaih tribesmen. More 
than five years, ho said, had now passed since the ontrage had occurred ; but Govern. 
ment had persistently refwsed to let him exact reparation himself, and yet ‘had not 
ween fit to exact it for him, At this point I sent for my file of the case, which, among 
others, Thad brought over, and explained to him, as far ax wax permisible, what had 
passed up to the last assertion of the Porte that Turkish troops liad killed thirty-seven 
out of fifty men concerned. ‘The aceuracy of this Sheikh Ex denied, and further 
contended that any men who had been killed had not been killed in connection with 
this case at all, and had, indeed, inflicted much soverer lowes on the Turkish troops 
than they had suffered themselves, : : 

‘To tho suggestion that after all the incident in question was really an item, and 
not the first one, in a tribal blood feud, he replied that this was true, but that it was 
the Behaih who had begun the feud, and that they wero still several lives: to the good, 
‘He continued that he only wanted justice ; that if Government could not give it him in 
one of tho forms in whieh he asked for it they should at least let itn eanet reparation 
in his own way. ‘The two alternatives wero, he repeated, the delivery to him of three 
Behath for execution, or the payment of blood-money for the lives of those murdered 
and compensation for their Tootea property. He added, in conclusion, that he would 
prefer the delivory of three men for execution to the monolary settlement, I 
explained to him ‘that the delivery to him of threo possibly innocent mon for 
‘execution in cold blood would not be a course to which the British Government 
could lend itself, but with regard to the rest, I would make another representation 
to Government, . “ - 

Sheikh Bsa then went on to prefer his second complaint, which was with reference 
to tho pirncies of Ahmod-bin-Selman. Here, again, he said Government had taken no 
effective punitive or deterrent measures, and yet, as in the Bebaih ease, we would not 
allow him to act for himself as ho desired. He admitted that Captain Prideaux had 
done his utmost by personal effort, and said that the “Sphinx ” had indeed cruised about, 
‘uh that this wax of no uao, for the pirates could se-Der miles off. He coutisued that 
his interests had in these matters suffered immensely; that the pirates from not being 
punished were becoming, or had become, the more audacious, and might at any time be 
expected to eross over and commit raids on outlying villages of the Babrein Islands. I 
explained to him how Government were not in the least forgetful of this matter and 
were doing their utmost to suppress the piracies, and I went on to repeat to him 
Captain Prideaus’ argument that his own measures would probably only end in the 
murder of a few innocent people; but he would not be convinced, and said he either 
claimed effective steps on the part of Goveriment or permission to suppress the 
marauders in his own way. ‘ 

It is, U think, doubtful if he really imagines that he has any well-founded grievance 
in this connection, and Captain Prideaux considered that he had only put the matter 
forward as something specious to complain about. 
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Next Sheikh Esa referred once again to the alleged throwing down of the fagstafl 
‘on the house at Manama which bad been the residence of Sheikh Ali, {asked him had 
he not been assured by the Political Agent that the flagstaff bad not been thrown 
down, and had he uot at the time withdrawn the statement; why, then, did he 
persistently return to the charge? He replied that he only knew what his people at 
Manama told him. I rejoined that he had the Political Agent's word for it and my 
word for it that the flagstaff had not: been thrown down either with our knowledge or by 
orders, and that it had not, in fact, been thrown down at all, but had fallen down in 
gale of wind. I continued that it was incredible that, in spite of our repeatod 
assurances, he should continue to give credence to the malicious statements of mischief 
makers who might tell him the contrary, I continued that, as far as the flag was 
concerned, he flew it on Manama Fort, and could fly it anywhere else he liked if he so 
desired. With regard to the house itself, I told him thnt it had never been the decision 
of Government to confiscate it outright, as I hadcloatly told him. The simple fact. 
was that Sheikh Ali bad lived in it under the Bahrein flag and had used the eiream- 
stance that it was called “Government House” to assist his endeavours to intorfere in 
the Government of Manama and to dis For this reason, 
when Sheikh Ali had heen remov atil wo were aswured that 
affairs in Manama were in a more sottled state it wax not desimble that the houso should 
be occupied by any of his family, T concluded that if he set such storo on the posses 
sion of the house, and if be showed himself amenable to advice in other ways, | was 
gpite ready to aak Goverament for permiasion to bani the house over to him on the 
istinet understanding that it wax'a private house, and that he would let no one live in 
it at any time whose tenaney was not approved by the Political Agent, He readily 
agreed to this and thankod me for my readiness to further bis wishes in this matter. 

He finally roforred to Sheikh Ali's allowance and begged that it might be reduced. 
He said that according to his information Sheikh Ali did not xpond more than 100 rupees 
per mensem ; that 200 rupees was enough and 300 rupees gencrous.. I told him again 
‘what had passed and promised to approach Government on the aubjoct again, 

‘Taking up the thread now on my own bebalf, I said that while Government had been 
obliged to show him last year that they could not be trifled with, they wished him to 
understand that they were anxious to help his and advance the prosperity of his State 
in overy way they could, and in the same spirit, with regard to the matters just discussed, 
Vadded that I world represent them sympathetically to Government. 

I then tamed to his Petition to the Secretary of State and his Excellency the 
Viceroy, and asked Sheikh xa what bad prompted him to uso an arms manufacturer as 
medium for the transmission of his Petition when he had a Political Agent with him 
whose duty it was to represent his communications to Government. He replied that ho 
hud sent it as he had not received favourable or definite answers to his requests, but had 
not intended specially to send the document through an arms merchant; that he 
had simply given it to an Arab” to post and that the latter happenod to employ the 
medium of the firm in question. Referring to the contents of it, 1 asked him why he 
made such a prominent grievance of this prohibition against the importation of arm at 
this stage and never before; why had he not done so in the first instance? Did he 
experience any dificlty in getting Jeave to import what he wanted for his legitimate 
use 

Sheikh Esa replied that the Agreement had been taken from him arbitrarily ; that 
he had simply been shown the Sultan of Muscat’s Agrecment and a draft like it and 
had been told that he mast sign the latter and signed it without due reflection; that he 
had no difficulty in getting what he wanted for his requirements, but that the prohibition 
Jad jroved great los to him in the matter of customs revenue. Finally he explained 
that he bad not intended to put the matter forward as a grievance but rather as an 
explanation in the hope that Government would show him favour in the matter, I 
tried to elicit from him the approximate amount which he considered he formerly 
Teceived from duty on arms, but he professed not tobe able to tell me. I reminded him 
that he was not alone in the matter, but that the Sheikhs of Koweit and the Trucial 
Coast had notified similar probibitions.’ I added that I would represent what he bad 
just said to Government but could not say what their answer would be. 

Having referred again, as I looked through the Memorial, to the disposal of Sheikh 
Ali's house therein alluded to, I re ‘my readiness to help him in this and other 
items if he was ready to listen generally to oy advice in important airs. Sheikh Hsu 
replied, ““What sort of matters Jo you mean?”  T relied Any important matiers of 

ion in regard to which Government gives you advice for your good.” He 
repli ioe consider whether such and such a measure is for my’ good or not, and 
9) F 
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if I decide that it ie I will inform Goverament, and if I consider that it does not suit 
me then I will inform Government likewise,” “Well,” I replied, “ you mentioned just 
now that there had been neglect (‘alec’) on the part of Government in regard to 
some of your afairs; I repeat the assurance that there has been no neglect, but on the 
contrary your aflairs have been constantly under the consideration of Government for 
the last year, us you may judge from this bulky fe before me, and thor is one subject, 
which it is evident to me from the correspondence which has passed Government will 
not entirely drop, and that is the matter of your Customs." | He replied quickly, “I have 
already given you an answer on that subject, and have'no other answer to give.” I 
continued, * Let me explain. Government see’ you constantly in debt and not knowing 
where to tun for money, because you only get 1,20,000 rupees from your Customs when 
fou might got three or four lakhs. ‘Their simple wish is that you should get the full 
Denilit oF your cdstoon vovenve aid tbat your Stato and. yours should) pet. by it 
‘There is no wish to annex your Customs nor interfere unnecessarily in. your administra 
tion; all that is wanted is that you should accept from Government trained employés, 
of stamp which your own following cannot supply—men who would conduct your 
Customs on regular lines and pay you the resulting profit.” He replied that he had 
discussed all this with Colonel Meade, Colovel Kemball, and myself before, and had 
always given the same answer, and his answer was the same now, whether it be written 
or spoken, 

then appealed to his three sons and asked them whether they could not influence 
their father, but they said they were in his hands, The old Sheikh went on to say that 
whon the Bunnin’s contract had expired (they have only just started a new one lasting 
till January 1908) he would take the Customs into his own hands, but would have none 
other than’ his own servants, Arabs of Bahrein, and that he would not have any one 
from Government. I repeatedly asked him to explain to mo in a friendly way what 
vfare the reasons which prompted him to adopt this attitude, but he answered cach time 
that he ad no reasons to give except that ho was not prepared to aceept the measure 
proposed in any form, 

I then said to him, “ When ! tell you frankly before your sons that this improvement 
in the administration of your Customs is a matter with rogard to which Government 
consider that it is Incumbent upun you to conform to their advice, repeatedly and 
seriously given, and when I awuro you that they will surely not accept a complete 
refusal on your part, espectally when it is accompanied by no reasons whatever, sound or 
otherwise, do you tot think you would bo much better advised to agree to the adoption 
of our proposals wholly or partially, of your own accord, rather than that Government 
should be driven to dispense with you do what ix best for you whether 
you like or not?" Ho replied, “If Government wish to do so against my wishes it ix 
‘of course within their power, but it will not be done with my consent.” 

Again and agnin were the mame explanations made to him and the same ground 
gone over as had been tmnversed before by Colonel Meade, Colonel Kemball, his Bxeel- 
Toney Lord Curzon, and myself, but without the least response or result, and fecli 
that there was no hope of moving him from his stubbore attitude, I gradually changed 
the anbject and went on to deal with two ot three other topica which required mention, 


1. The Blave Agreement from the Dowasir Shickhs which Sheikh Esa has notified 
his inability to exnet.. (Fide Forcign Department lettor dated the 4th September, 
1005, paragraph 6,) 

F'The caw of the estate, of Sayyid Kbalaf and outatandin 


it, (Vide last incloxure to letter dated the 16th July, 1905, from the Political Resi 
in the Persian Gulf to the Sceretary to the Government of India in the Forcign 
Department.) 

3, The advisability of making the Political Agent the referce in commercial cases, 
investigated by the Babrein native Majlis, in which European forcigners are parties, 


Upon all these matters Government will be addressed separately, and therefore 
there seems no need for me to record in detail all that passed with regard to them 
hore. 

After thus spending five hours with the Sheikh and his sons, the Pelitical Agent 
and I returned to Manama, 

‘The Political Agent and I noted with some surprise that Sheikh Esa made no 
Lt regarding the return of Sheikh Ali, nor did he make the slightest allusion to this 
subject. 
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In conclusion, I should mention that the Political Agent, on further acquaintance 
with Sheikh Ali's house, considers it too awkward and unsinitary for habitation. by 
British Government officials, 


Inclosure 16 in No. 8. 


Government of India to Major Caz. 


Sir, Simla, May 22, 1906. 

1 AM directed to refer to the correspondence ending with your letter dated the 
26th February, 1906, on the subject of Sheikh Esa’s Memorial. 

2. Lam to request that you will now forward to the Sheikh a reply couched in the 
following terms, The necessary references to coumunieations made by yourself or your 
predccestors or by the Assistant Poltial Agont to the Sheikh sbould be inserted in the 
otter :— 

“The Government of India have reccived the Memorial, dated the 2nd October, 
1905, whieh you addressed to the Viccroy and Governor-General, and have given it 
their'careful consideration. Yon complain, firatly, that Representatives of the British 
Government obliged you to interdict the ‘sale of arms, and that you were there 
oprived of an advantage enjoyed by all the Arub Chiets along the Arabian Coast, 1 
am to remind you in the first place that in 1895, when you were in danger of an 
altack by Sheikh Qasim-bin-Thani, you yourself restricted: the importation of arms by 
granting a concession to your Visier to import arms and ammunition subject to the 
express condition that arms were not to be sold at Bahrein ot on the neighbouring 
Arab Coast. Your object in imposing this restriction was to curtail asfar as possible the 
importation of arms which might be used against you and your family. Shortly after- 
wards, when you heard that the holders of the concession were evading the condition 
which prohibited sales to the inhabitants of Bahrein or on the Arab Coast, you ordered 
your Vizier to stop the importation altogether. In pursuance of this policy you 
‘attached a Jarge quantity of imported arms in January 1805 on your own initiative and 
without being prompted or advised to do so in any way by Representatives of the British 
Government, 

“In February 1898 the Resident at Bushire informed you of the desire of the 
Government of India to prohibit traffic in arms, and you at once, and without any 
hositation or protest, ismed a notification announcing that you had rosolved to assist 
the British and Persian Government in suppressing the trade in arms and ammunition 
between Bahrein, India, and Persia, Tn April 1805, at the request of the Resident, you 
ised, again without protest or objection of any kind, a revised notification prohibitin 
absolutely the importation of arms and ammunition into, and the exportation of the 
rame from, the Island of Babrein, In this notifeation you roferrod to a previous 
notification which you had spontaneously fxxued in January 1806 forbidding the sale of 
arms and ammunition to your subjects. In view of these facts, the Government of India 
are unable to understand on what grounds you now represent that you were forced by 
British Representatives to interdict the sale of arms. Further, you are well aware that 
the Sheikh of Kowoit and tho Sheikh of the ‘Trucial Coast have similarly prohibited the 
traffic in arms in their territories, and your statement that you are deprived of an 
advantage enjoyed by all the Arab Chiefs along the Arabian Const is therefore incorrect, 
Finally, Tam to remind you that the people of Balrein in general have no noed for 
more arms than they possess, and that it is always open to you to procure the consent of 
the Government of India to import whatever arms you tnay yourself need for special 
reasons. It is to your own interest that the importation of arms should be restricted, 
‘bat apart from this the Government of India would not consider for a moment the 
pomibility of cancelling or modifying the Agreement into which you have entered, since 
Wis essential, forthe preservation of the public peace, tet the traffic in armn lang the 
Arabian Coast should be rigidly confined and limited, 

inthe second place you complain that an English Representative has been 
substituted for the former Muissulman Representative of the British Government in your 
State, and that, as'a consequence of his interference in the internal administration of 
the State, you tere forced to arrest your relative, Sheikh Ali, and surrender him to the 
British authorities for an imaginary offence. In reply to this Tam to remind you that 
the political and commercial conditions in Bahrein have considerably altered of recent 
Years, and that in consequence it has become necessary for the Government of India to 
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bave a more efficient Representative, on whose advice you can more confidently rely. Tt 
is also well known to you that the great increase of trade enjoyed by the merchants of 
Babrein is largely due to the presence of a British officer in your island. 
“With regard to the case of Sheikh Ali, your nephew, you know that he was 
ied because he rebelled against your orders and set at naught the commands of 
ritish Government. I have already addressed you on this subject in my letter 
dated the 7th June, 1905, and it is not necessary for me to say anything more with 
regard to the matter here, 

“Next you represent that your flag-mast was thrown down by the British 
authorities. The Government of India cannot believe that you are actuated by serious 
motives in preferring this complaint after the Political Agent has given you a personal 
assurance, which you bave accepted, to the effect that the flagstaT was not lowered, but 
was blown down in a heavy gale. 

“Finally, the Goverament of India are unable to understand your allegation that 


‘your complaints explaining the policy of the Government of India and advising y 
Jour good, while your Political Agent, Captain Prideaux, has constantly listened to your 
iricvances and assisted. you with bis counsels. In this connection Tam to temind you 

it is the duty of British Representatives to communicate fully to Government tho 
cireumstances and wishes of Chiofs to whom they are accredited, and that in view of this 
fact the Government of India can only consider your communications when received 
through the responsible oficers with whom you are in touch. It was therefore both 
tunnecasuary and incorrect for you to forward a copy of your Petition to the Secretary of 
State for India through tho modisim of a commercial firm.” 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) R, B. HOLLAND, 


Aasintant Secretary to the Government of Indie. 





[23578) No, 9. 
India Offce to Foreign Office —(Received July 11.) 


WITIE reference to this Office letter of to-tay’s date, the Under-Secretary of 
Stato for Tndia prosents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, ond, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, forwants herewith, for the 
information of the Sceretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated 
the Srd instant, relativo to the Muscat’ Arbitration Award, 


India Office, July V1, 1906. 


Inclosure in No. 9. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
(Ielegrphia) P. July 3, 1906, 
Y telegram dated the 21st May last, regarding Museat Award. 1 fully indorse- 
Cox’ views, which will be forwarded by mail of the Sth instant, respecting Muscat 
negotiations. 





[23573] No. 10. 
Indin Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received July 11.) 


WITH reference to this Office letter of the 7th July, the Under-Secretary of Stato 
for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, 
and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of Stato, n copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 10th July, 
relative to the Museat Arbitration. 


India Offee, July 11, 1906, 
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Inclosure in No. 10, 
Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


(elegeaphic.) P. July 10, 1906. 

YOUR telegram of the 5th July. Muscat arbitration. 

A report from Cox, No. 67, was forwarded to you by mail of the Sth July. Please, 
if possible, await its receipt 

For local reasons, having regard to strong fecling on subject entertained by 
Soltan, x settlement on lines indicated therein seoms to us much to be preferred. In 
the event, however, of His Majesty's Government deciding to follow the course described 
in your telogram of the 5th instant, we would suggust that when a dhow on the list is 
Jost, sold, or destroyed, and another vessel is substituted for her, British Consul should 
be notified at time of such transfer, ail that a list of survivors and their protected 
dhows should be furnished annually to the Rritish Consul by the Freack Consul. There 
would be risk, otherwise, of misunderstandings, owing to the considerable number of 
vessels under French protection, 

A certain M. Carncalla, who apparently intends to engage in the arms iraflic, has 
recently arrived at Mascs 

Should proposed concessions be made by His Majesty's Government, wo: trast 
corresponding compliance in respect of arms traffic will be shown by Freach 

‘Chepeated to Major Cax and Political Agent, Muscat.) 





(23973, No. 1. 


Sie N, O'Conor to Sie Edward Grey.—(Receied July 16.) 


Secret. Confidentinl.) 
‘Therapia, July 10, 10 
WITH re 5 ; y 6 27th November last, Chav 
honour to report that I learnt through a secret and confidential source that the Ottoman 
Ministry of War has lately received despatches from Moustafa Hilmi Bey, Commandant 
of Nojdl, calling attention to the visits of British ships of war to the Kntr Coast, Hilmi 
Roy rofors to a provious report seat in October last, in which he announced the arrival 
of Hix Majesty's ship “Sphinx “at Ojeir and Katif with the British Consul (vie) at 
Bahrein on board, and their meeting with the Kaimakam of Katif, and to 9 Inter 
@ospatch of March of thin year, in which he had reported that the " Consal ” had again 
come in « ship to the Kate Const, and on certain protences had taken with him certain 
Shoikhs, and had used threats to Ottoman subjects, and was endeavouring to disturb 
the minds of the populstion 
The Commandant has forwanted w letter frout Major NimetEffenli of tho 
Ant Battalion of tho 4rd Regiment at Kate, of which the following is a translation 


Jock (Turkish) the 28th instant, 0.8. (presumably 

steamer arrived and anchored ten minutes’ distance ov 
n officer was sen! ake inquirios, but at th time the steamar’s boat come to 
the shore with the Naibs of Bushiso ‘and Bahrein, the captain and n dragoman. On 
being asked why they had come they replied that they bad business with Sheikh 
Abdullah. They were requested to address themselves to mo, and aftor thoy ‘had 
rested a little we discussed matters. They aaid they had been the day before to 
Sheikh Jasir-oth-Thani and had the intention of tonching at other places on the coast, 

their object being to warn the Shoikhs to put down the piratical acts of Ahmed-o 
Selman. We conversed in suitable language, Tata ont to them that it was not 
proper that they should come without orders;and that in snoh matters thoy should have 
consulted the Vali and act accarding to his instructions; they then returned to the 
steamer, which left, From the inquiries which I made, both open and secret, it appears 
that their object was to force the Sheikhs to pat down these piracies or alse to give 

them a document stating that they were poworloss todo so, which would be undesirabl 

as your Excellency will admit.” 


Moustafa Hilti Bey confirming the statements of Major Nimet Effendi states. that 
it is essential that the persons arrested ou account of Ahmed-es-Selman's. piracies 
should be punished so.as to afford no scope for such intervention. Bin Na-zra and the 

[1e09) 
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negro, Salim, two of the pirate's companions had b ted ot Katif, but though 
Salim’ avowed his guilt, as proved by the pap » the Mutessarif, the latter 
ordered him to be released. ‘The Commandant of Nejd further complains that the 
Mutessarif has given no effect to his request for the de of the Tarkish gun-boat 

ilid-el-Bahr” to patrol the con o deprive the English of their exense for 
interf ie couches his report by aguin requesting instructions as to how he 
is w act with regard to such foreigners who arrive on the coast. 

Tthink it is probable that the somewhat vague complaints made to you by the 
‘Turkish Ambassador on the 14th ultimo, as reported in your despatch No. 25 
of the 21st ultimo, relative to certain alleged proceedings of the British Agent at 
Bahrein may have beon based upon the reports received by the Sublime Porte from the 
Turkish military authorities in the Pe If, respecting the visits of His Majesty's 
ships to the const between Bahrein and Koweit, of which the despatches which T have 
quoted above from the Commandant of Nejd and the Major coramanding the troops at 
Kur may be taken as specimens. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) R. O'CONOR. 





(23976) No, 12, 
O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 16.) 


(No. 474. Confidential.) 
ir, Therapia, July 11, 1906, 

THAVE tho honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 249 of the 
214t ultimo and its inclosure, in which you were so good ‘as to ask for my observations 
on the scheme suggested by the Ttalian Government, whereby each Power interested in 
the security of navigation in the Red Sea should undertake the supervision of that 
portion of the Arabian coast which is opposite to its African poswossions, 

T venture to express the opinion that their proposal, if opted, would be 
tantamount to giving the Italian Government the possession of a desirable group of 
islands in the Red Sea, but as their maritime operations and surveillance would 
presumably bo confined to tho district comprised between Massowal, the Dahlak 
lands, and the southern imits of the Colony of Erythrea, no security would be 
afforded to the shipping of those Powers who have no posexsions an either const within 
tho area where pirntical attacks are most frequent. 

‘The wchome hak the appearance of a tentative suggestion emanating from the 
Ttalian " Colonial Bureau” with a view to establishing spheres of influence in the Red 
Boa, and as such it doos not seem to mo desirable, as it would in all probability lead to 
tho question of Germany's pretensions or ambitions to possess a coaling station in the 
Faroan Islands being again rained in an aggravated form, 

I do sot consider that the schome ix « practicable one which would be calculated 
to give security to British ahipping in the Ied Sea, nor that it is Wkely to meet with 
any but the strongest opposition from the Turkish Government. 

Thave, &c. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


(23979) No. 13. 
Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 16.) 


(No. 477.) 
Bir, 


“WITH reference to my despatch No. 456 of the ani instant, and to previous 
correspondence rorpecting the attacks made by Arabs upon a steamer of the gris and 
m Na 


‘Therapia, July 10, 1006. 


Euphrates Steam Navigation Company, I have the honour to report that, ha 
received n telogram from His Majesty's Consul at Bussorah, dated yesterday, of which 
‘9 paraphrase is herowith inelosed, announcing fresh disturbances ainong the Arabs at 
Amara and another attack upon a Turkish’ steamer, T at once made most urgent 
rupresentations to the Porte with a view to immediate measures being taken for the 
protection of the river traffic and Messrs, Lynch and Company's steamers, 

T have soveral times lately, as you are aware from my despatch No. 422 of the 
19th ultimo, called the attention of the Imperial Government to the disturbed 
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condition of affairs in the Numtefih, with the result that the special Commission, 
referred to in my despatch No. 404 of the 12th ultimo, was said to inquire into the 
situation and reorganize the 6th Army Corps, whose head-quarters are at Bagdad, as 
well as the gendarmerie of the Vilayets of Bagdad and Bussorah. 

‘This Commission left last Thursday, and, provided that Perter Pasha, the Special 
Commissioner, is allowed a free hand, I trast that x more satisfactory condition of 
affairs will soon be apparent, 

Lhave, &o, 
(Signed) N. B, O'CONOR, 


P.8.—July 11. I have just received a later telegram from Mr. Consul Crow, 
informing me that the Vali of Bagdad arrived at Buasora on tho loth instant 
He also reports that the steam-ship “ Medjidieh” reached Amar in safety, ‘Tho 
Arabs threw stones and assumed o threatening attitude, but did not fire on the 


vessel. 
N. BR. 0'0, 


Inclosure in No, 13, 
Consul Crow to Sir N. O'Conor. 


iphie.) P. Bussorah, July 9, 1906. 

WING to disturbances by Seyhood’s Arabs below Amara the river traffic hat 
boon interrupted. British merchants complain that they are unable to full their 
contracts owing to grain-lighters being held up. 

T have received a report from His Majesty's Consul:Goneral at Bagdad to the 
ffect that an attack has been mado upon a Turkish steamer. T cannot serif this 
however, owing to the Arabs having cut the telegraph. Lynch's stenmer " Modjidich 
loft Bussorah yesterday, and grave fears are entertained for her safety. 

No steps are being taken to check the disorders, and the authorities seem 
paralyzed. 





(26119) No. 14. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. des Graz, 


See 123.) 

ir, Foreign Office, July 19, 1906, 
COUNT BOSDARI asked me whether I could yet give any he wa Meacicssition 

which the Italian erninent had wubsmitted on the subject of policing parts of the 

coasts of Arabia. 

Teaid wo werv on tho point of sonding a reply, but it. aid uot appear to us to be 
desirable to divide the Red Sea into spheres of influence, and tho reply would be to 
that effect. Tt would, however, be sent in a few days. 

Count Bowdari also asked me very particularly whether we had any information 
about the Turkish trouble in the Yemen, Was it not the ease that things were going 
badly, and that the Turks wore sending more ts ? 

T said I understood there had been some trouble among the Turkish troops them= 
solves, and the Turkish Government had for some time beer. continually sending more 
troops, but we had no special information. In fact we had taken great, pnine sot to 
‘mix in this — atall, So long as 7 rae ae over = Aden frontier, 
We regarded it as not concerning us. Tn fact, it would gerons for any Euro} 
Power to intervene, for any sction of, that Mint wight, Sect soniye meas 
Mohammedan mind of designs upon the holy places of ther religion, 

am, &o, 
Gignod) “EDWARD GREY, 


fa ee ee 





{24985 | 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edieard Grey.—(Received July 23.) 


2 Therapie, July 18, 1906. 

WITH reference to my despatch No, £45 of the Ist instant relative to the state of 
affairs in the Yemen, I have the honour to state that I have received a telegraphic 
report from His Majesty's Vico-Consul at Hodeida to the effect that the condition of 
that province is at present quiet. 

, Richardson states, however, that certain rebel bands have displayed some 
activity near Amran Haggn, and that several skirmishes have been reported during the 
last month, He also refers to m mutiny of eome reservist battalions, which was finally 
crushed by artillery fire at Sanaa. Tt may, T think, be assumed that this incident is 
the same one that Colonel Surteos reported in his despatch 3 f the Ist instant, 
copy of which I had the honour to forward to you in my despatch above referred to. 

Richardson concludes by saying thai 3,800 reinforcements have disembarked 
since the Sth instant, and that full roport has been sent by post, copy of which I 
shall bave the honour to transmit to you in due course 
Ihave, & 


(Signed) R. O'CONOR. 





(25354) No. 16, 
Initia Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 28.) 


WITH roferonce to Sir A. Godley’s letter of the 13th July, the Under-Secretary 
of State for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affuirs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, forwards herewith, for the 
information of the Secretary of State, copy of incfosures in a letter from the Foreign 
Secretary to the Government of India, dated the Sth July, relative to the Muscat 
Arbitration Award. 

It is requested that the original inclosure may bo returned to this Oflice as soon as 
done with, 


India Office, July 24, 106, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 16. 


Major Grey to Government of Indie. 


(Holegmphic.) P. 
AWARD nesotintions 
Please seo my letter dated the 21st April, 1906, and Jowures. The Freneb 

Government have telegraphed to the French Consul here that his projeet for a settle 

ment has not boon rocived in London, and he is asking me. I have informed him that 

it was dispatched to the Government of India on the iat April, 1906, May T tell him 

that tho matter is out of our hands now f 
Addeessed to the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, Bushire 


Muscat, June 14, 1006. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 16. 


Major Grey to Government of India. 


(Confidential) 


Muscat, June 12, 1906. 
tho honour to forward herewith, for your information, copy of a letter 
dated the 12th June, 1906, and its inclosure, which I have addressed to the Political 
Resident in the Porsian Gulf, Bushire. 

Lhare, &. 


(Signed) W. G, GREY. 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 16, 


‘ Major Grey to Major Coz. 
Sir, Muscat, June 12, 1906. 

IN continuation of my letter dated the 21st April last, on the subject of the French 
fiag in Oman, I have the honour to state that yesterday I had an interview with Sheikh 
Mohammed-ben-Rachid-el-Rotley, No. 20 in the French list of dhow-owners, and attaeh 
‘a copy of the statement made by him. 

2. It will be seen that his evidence ageces exactly with that formerly colleeted by 
me. Owners Nos. 9 and 14 in the French list have apparently exch acquired » dhow 
within the last few weeks, which fact should not, in my opinion, alter their statua in 
regund to the question of their authorization. 

3, As this statement may be of use to His Majesty's Government, T am sending a 
copy to the Political Secretary at the India Office direct to save time.* 

4. A copy of this letter and ifs ineldsaro has been forwarded to the Government of 
India in the Foreign Department, Simla. 

Thave, &e 
(Signed) W. G. GREY. 


foclowure 4 in No, 16. 
Memorandum, 


MOHAMMED-BEN-RACHID-RL-ROTLEY appeared before me this day and 
stated as follows — 


I belong to the Beni Boo Ali tribe of Oman, and am a subject of the Sultan of 
Muscat, us were my fatier and grandfather before me, Twas born at Aiga, adjoinin 
Sar, in Oman, ond am still residing there. have one boat, whieh sails under a Brench 
flags It is named In the paper ven to me by the Freieh “Sahala.” T know the 
following persons, and know them to possess dhows as follows :-— 


Number 


— of Dhow. 





‘Mohanamed-beo- Atal 
‘Abdallab-beo-K bare 
‘Absillahsben- Khamisben- 

|. Salat loo tein 
Dyouma-bee- 
Rachid:ben: 
Seyyid AU 


Mbarek-ben-Almed Ar Iteeigt Beran oni 
iv Batina, has vweently prowaredl a dhow) 1 
wt revorned to Hatin 


(The la tae yasins we ll vajets of the alton of Manat, 
hota in On) se 


Total including we pesseeed by witnem) ve] B 





per awe See 
N.B.—The above persons are Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 9,10, 11, 12, 14, 16, 16, 17, 18, 
sand 19 in the French list, and the witness is No. 20, - ve 
Gigued) _-_W. G, GREY, Major, 
Officiating Political Agent and. His Britannie Majesty's 
Muscat, June 11, 1906, Peasih Manet 


© Fide Bo 
(169) 
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Inclosure 6 in No, 16. 
Major Grey to Government of India. 


Sir, Muscat, June 16, 1906. 
I HAVE the honour to forward herewith, for your information, copy of a letter, 
dated the 16th June, 1906, which T have addressed to the Political Resident in the 


Persian Gulf, Boshire. T have, &. 
Gigned)' W. G. GREY. 


Inclosure 6 in No, 16. 


Major Grey to Major Cox. 
Sir, igi le Muscat, June 16, 1908. 
" 1 HAVE tho honour to refer to my Secret telegram of the 14th instant in 
connection withthe Award negotiations in the Prench ag diicuty, and to give brief 

‘ount of the circumstances which led to its dispatch. PAK 
eee cca received a telegram trom Paris on the 2th instant, informing ism 
that his project for settlement has not yet been received in London, and he called upon 
ino on the Lith to Inquire how this was. I informed him that I had forwarded a copy 
to the Gorerument of Indi by the eaciet opportunity, bat he seemed to think Lad 
Droken faith with him in not sending another to the Foreign Office direct. I pointed 
ont that was not authorized to do this, and he then inquired as to the views of the 
Government of India in rogard to ix project. I was not able to give him any 
information on this point, but suggested that, as we had failed to come to an agreement 
in regard to tho lat of dhows and dhow-owners through no fault of ming, he could 
hardly, blame me if the settlement was now taken out of our bands. M. Laronce 
Dogged me to communiente with tho Goverment of India without delay with the object 
of ascertaining their viows, and the intorviow then terminated. My colleague seems to 
have had hopes of hustling His Majesty's Government into a settlement of ‘the question 
belore they. were in. possession either of full information or of the views of the 
eo of Indin, i 
Sora ee] ‘of the lettor will he forwarded to the Government of India in the 
Simla, 

Foreign Department, Seer 


(Signed) ” W. G. GREY. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 16, 


je m ins 
é Major Coz to Government of India. re 008 


* rite 

1 HAVE tho honour, as direetod, to record my views upon the present position in 
reference to the interpretation of the Museat Award, as sot forth in the letters 
‘marginally cited," from the Political Agent at Mascat to my address, 

“2. In the coromunieation first quoted Major Grey, who had beon directed to report 

the net result of his negotiations with his colleague, enumerates five points with 
to which he and M. Laronce have found it impossible to come to an agreement. 
‘ean he more conveniontly considered under three heads :— 


L, The Legal Interpretation of Part II, Item 2, of the Award. 
M. Laronce still claims that, once it is ndmitted that a particular Muscati falls 
aithin one of the categories uthorized under Part I of the Award, then, under 
Part 1 | 
.) He is entitled to fly the French fag over any and every dhow which he now 
pom or tony ever poaien, und la it tfnived tothe dhow or dhows specifically 
Frentioned by bamne in the revised French list of the 4th Mare, 1006 5 
(),) He is entitled to replace any dhow lost or sold. 


* Dated May 16 ant June 12, 1906, 
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Point (a) has already been thoroughly gone into in connection with Major Grey's 
telegram of the Srd December, 1905, to the Foreign Department.) 

On that occasion the Government of India, relying on the reading of the Award as 
a whole, and by the light of Mr. Ronald Graham's explanatory despatch of the 
Sth August, 1904, held that if an individual's authorization was originally a general ono 
for all his dhows, then he would retain that general right under the terms of the Awards 
but that if, on the other band, the original authorization were for individual dhow or 
dhows by name, then authorization for these same dhows only could be claimed under 
the Award. This view was indorsed by His Majesty's Secretary of State in his telegram 
dated the 21st February, 1906. 

Now, with reference to the above, it will be seen from the correspondence that, on 
being asked to produce a copy of the original authorization for each dhow claimed, or 
to quote the date of first issue, the French Consul has expressed is inability to comply 5 
nevertheless, he cannot dispute the evidence available in our recorded specimens of 
“Titres de Navigation,” which warrants the presumption that in the past the authorizae 
tions issued have in all cases been made out for single dhows by name, and not ina 
general form. Bat, acting no doubt on instructions from his Government, M. Laronee 
elaims that the first authorization, even though only issued for a single dhow, carried 

ith it the right to ly the French flag over all dhows which the owner might ever 


‘The local officers have done their best no doubt to come to an understanding 
generally, but, scoing that the views of their respective Governments, and the instructions 
which they have received on this point, aro so divergent, it was not. possible that they 
should he able to settle it themselves. "It does not sem to me that the French view 
can hold water for a moment, but the reason for their anxiety to hurry us into accopting 
it is not far to seck, If our interprotation ix accepted, then the number of dhows 
entitled to mail under French colours will be limited to such of those mentioned by 
namo in the French list ax the inquiries of our Representatives on the xpot prove to bo 
the sole property of persons recognized by the Award, and to have received their 
authorizations before the committal of the iswues to The Hague Tribunal, 'Theso will 
be very few—not more than the fourteen provisionally admitted by Major Grey—and it 
Will be a ximplo matter to keep a check on them in the future, even if we agree to allow 
them to be replaced within the lifetime of their owners, so long ax the original name is 
adhered to, 

On tho other hand, if the French carry their point, and it is hold that the fact of 
having received an authorization for one dhow entitles an owner to fly the flag over all 
dhows of which ho may ever become , then after the negotiations are once 
concluded we shall have no check whatever, nor any practical means of knowing at uy 

iven time how many and what dhows are sailing under the French Frenel 


nsuls will pursue their hobby just as unscrapulously in the future as they have in the 
Hf ows of i 
ol 


on the pretext of part-ownersbip the di all a flag-holder's kinsmen will be 

is name, and in the result the Award, which we have been at infinite 

pains to win, will be shorn of half its effect. It is of the utmost importance to us that 

the notification which will be ultimately promulgated among the subjects of the Sultan 

of Muscat shall contain the names, not only of the persons whieh have qualified, but also 
of the dhows which are entitled to carry the flag. 

‘There can, I submit, be no doubt that the interpretation which we wish to impose 
is the one intended by the framers of the Award, and I earnesily hope that nothing will 
deter us from the endeavour to secure its acceptance. ‘ 

Possibly His Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs will succocd in 
convincing the French Government that our reading of the terms of the Award is the 
correct and legitimate one, If, however, his efforts in the direction are not successful, 
then I can only venture to suggest that a statement of the points at issue should be 
drawn up by our respective Governments in consultation and referred to an arbitrator, 
Tt may be that there is some provision for such contingencies in the Articles of working 
rules Of The Hague Convention, and, indeed, it woud wcem © naiural corollay to's 
settlement by the Tribunal that any question of doubtful interpretation of the terms of 
an Award should be referred for decision to the Umpire who sat on the original Court 
which delivered it, 

Point () might be dealt with in the same manner; but if the French accept our 
views as to (a), or if it is eventually decided by an arbitrator in our favour, then we 
might concede (6). It would not, under these circumstances, be # ,very important 
consideration to us. 
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IL. The Status of the Siz Indwiduale whom the French cloim as protégés under the Anglo 
French Agreement, dated May 13, 1904, in connection with Zanzibar. 


In regard to this question, the Secretary of State cabled his wishes on the 
6th March. I gather that his view was that, supposing that M. Laronce agreed to 
accept Major Grey's suggestion that the eases’ of the first four men named should be 
decided according to the conditions of The Hague Award, then Major Grey might 
reciprocate by waiving discussion with regard to the last two, and that the solution of the 
question might subsequently be imposed upon the Sultan of Muscat. 

As, however, M. Laronce did not accept Major Grey's offer, and as the French 
Minister, in the statement meutioned in the Secretary of State's telegram of the 
26th April, evidently intended to refer to the case of all six men, we are entitled to 
conclude that Major Grey's offer to M. Laronce is “off,” and that the status of the six 
Omanis mentioned in the Zanzibar Agreement remains for adjustment in London. On 
this presumption I venture to offer the following observations, 

‘The two last. men, Mubarek-bin-Mabomed (No. 21) and Juma-bin-Mubarek 
(No. 22), must both be Amiris, a well-known tribe of Oman, It is not suggested that 
they were born out of Oman. ‘On our present information, therefore, I fail to see why 
wo should in any caso regard them as French protégés, even if they are admitted as 
fing-holders, 

It is very necessary to maintain the distinction. Once in Oman, these men aro in 
their country of origin, members ot the Amiri tribe, subject to tribal conditions, and 
therefore properly subjeet to His Highness the Sultan. If we intend arbitrarily, and, ax 
it soems to mo, gratuitously, to decide that they are French protégés in Oman, in spite 
of the circumstances of their origin, and to remove them from the jurisdiction of the 
Sultan, then I submit that this is no trivial concession and should only be granted in 
return for xomo quid pro quo within the field of the Award. 

Gn the whole, I venture to recommend. that the following arguments be adopted in 
rogard to all xix men >— 

‘That the Agreement of the 13th May, 1904, was only intended to be operative in 
Zanaibae, and not vis-a-vis the Sultan of Muscat, 

‘That fix Highness was not consulted and had no notice of the aaid Agreement. 

‘That the Agreement was mado after the submission of the French flag question to 
‘The Hague Tribunal, that is, at m time when the title of every Oms ming to fly a 
Fronch flag was under challenge and sub judiee. 

It iy dificult to-mce how this argument can be got over, and ns it ix, in fact, the 

ition alrendy tnkon up by His Majesty's Government in regand to four of the men, 
trust it can now be maintained in regard to all six 

Tn connection with this question, Major Grey has suggested, apart from the possible 
comion of Nos, 21 and of the six above discussed, that we should offer to resign 
Nov. 8 and 18 also, if the Fronch acquiesce in tho eases of Nos. 17 to 20 being governed 
by the Award, 

In view of the observations abore reconled, I ean hardly indorse this recom. 
mendation at prosent, but. in any case there is no hurry for m decision on this point, 
On the one band, M. Laronee assests that they were born in the Comoro, and Major 
Grey may have recorded corroborative oridenco on this point; but, on the other hand, 
it nppeats that either these persons or their fathers are included in previous lists 
furnishod by his predecessors of subjects of His Highness flying the Freneb flags and 
“residing at Sur" (vide Nos, 9 and 11 of Major Hayes Sadler's list of 1801 and 
Nos. 14 and 15 of Major Fogan’s list of 1808). Even if they were born in the Comoro 
Isles as auggentod, nevertheless if they ean be shown to be domiciled or to keep their 
fainilios and their dows at. Sur, they should surely be regarded as coming within the 
scope of the Award, aud there seems no obligation on our part to consider them French 
protigés in Oman, aithongt thir tua to tly the flag may be made good, 

All [suggest in this ease is that the two men should not be conceded until a little 
more information ix available with rogard to thom, Iwill ask the Politieal Agent to 
supply 


ILL. The Final Verification of the Revised List of Protéyés and Dhows prévented by the 
French Consul on March 4, 1906 (with a view to its inclusion in the Notification 
subsequently (0 be ixrwed to the subjects of the Sulton of Muscat). 


I do not see that anything final can be done under this head until issue (1) has 
been decided in Europe. When that fundamental point has been set at rest our local 
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officers will be able to proceed with the verification of the list, and if in the end one or 
two individuals remain about whom they cannot agree it might be arranged to split the 
difference, one being eliminated and another conceded. 

In the working out of this list our interests and those of the Sultan can only be 
safely guarded by the submission of every item, be it owner or dhow, to the clonest 
investigation. If the French Representative has any intention of acting st 
forwardly in his negotiations with ours, there should be little or no difficalty in the 
matter of the verifieation of dhows, even if there is as to the title of owners. “It is on 
the reduction of this list to the smallest possible limits that depends the degres of 
benefit which the interests of the Sultan and ourselves will derive from the Award, and 
Tam of opinion that before the roll is finally accopted His Highness should he gi 
opportunity of putting forward any valid objection which he may have to the inclu 
of any particular owner or dhow. He can be depended upon to behave reasonably in 
this regard. 

It is only necessary to review the history of the list. and to peruse Major Gr 
comments upon it in order to realize the perfunctory, not to say unscrupulous, manner in 
which the framing of it hus been conducted by French officials, with the support of 
their Government, For this they cannot plead the exense of haste, because they have 
been periodically pressed for it for some years past, 

fter evading its presentation as long us possible— 


Thay Girt asi. 2 
This was vutneqoetly redaaed ve 


Major Grey redvces the nuiaber 


It is instructive, too, to note that among those included by the French is one 
Hoded-bin-Naseb, No. 14, who, if he had his deserts, should now be doing tweity-five 
years" penal servitude at Angola with those of his commdes who formed the Suri slaving 
ileot captured by the Portuguese at Samuco in 1902 with eoveral hundred newly-caught 
laves in their possession. Othor facts, such as the inclusion of dead meu, aud men 
without boats, and the boats of relations, all demonstrate the untrustworthiness of the 
information supplied by the French Representative and the necessity for the subjection 
of the list to deliberate scrutiny before it is accepted. 

4. In conclusion, | beg again to urge that our best. course is to take our stand on 
the judicial interpretation of the Award. We have been at much labour and expense 
in order to bring bout the settlement of this important question, both on the Sultan's 
account and our own ; it was our own suggestion to refer it to The Hague Tribunal ; we 
have secured from that Tribunal a very reasonable Award, which, if fairly interpreted, 
will give us practically all we want. 3 é 

submit that this question of correct interpretation is no subject for quid pro quo 
negotiation, except within the field covered by tho Award, and that it ean in no wise 
rogarded by the French as unfriendly on oar part to wish to have the decision of the 
‘Tribunal interpreted with judicial precision and in the manner intended by the framers 
of it. OF the extent of the inconvenience, whieh may Yo caused to His Majesty's 
Government by some slight delay in the winding up of the ease I am not in a position 
tobe avare, bet, eed from the point of view of the local offcer, Tam convinced 
that we have nothing to lose by proceeding with such deliberation as will enable us to 
seeure the utmost that the terms of the Award, judicially interpreted, will give us. In 
fact, it is just as much to our specific advantage to take our time and go into the 
dotails thoroughly, is it is an advantage to the Freneh to bustle us through them. 

‘When the Award is completely executed in the manner advocated we shall surely 
find the French in a much weaker position at Muscat, and after the lapse of a 
decent interval we shall be able to open negotiations with them with incomps 
etter chances of success, whether it be in regard to the arms traffic, the abrogation of 
the Declaration of 1862, or any other question affecting Muscat which it is important to 
‘us to have settled. 

T have, &o, 


(Signed) P. %. COX. 
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(25535) No. 17. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 26.) 


WITH reference to this Office lotter af the 24th July, the Under-Secretary of State 
for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, forwards herewith, for the information 
of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viesroy, dated the 26th July, 
relative to the Muscat Arbitration Award. 


India Office, July 26, 1906. 


Inclosure in No. 17. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
(Telegraphic.) P. July 26, 1906, 
MUSCAT Arbitration, My telegram dated the 10th instant. 
Following telegram dated the 21st instant received from Major Cax at Muscat :-— 
As rogards replacement, if safeguarded as the Government of India suggested, I 
respootfully concur as to expediency of granting concession; but unquestioned 
acceptance by ua of the French list of the 4th March seems to bo open to strongest 
possible objection. - 
“While it i truo that Sultan’ interests have been confided to us by His Highness, 
correspondence shows clearly that the inclusion in the notification which the Sultan is 
ly to iaame of an authentic list of owners and dhows is agreed by all parties to be 
indispensablo, f 
*T fail to see how His Highness ean fairly be asked to ncoept and publish French 
list of the 4th March in view of our being so well aware af the improper inelusion in 
that lint of several owners and of half the dhows, and in viow of our having throughout 
consulted him as to details and accuracy of the list, He will certainly bo extremely 


aggrieved if naked to do so, 
“Tho result of the aoceptance of Laroneo'é list of fifty dhows would be that the 


practical evil would, daring the Sultan's lifetime, bo as great in the futuro ax in the 
past, and that the wie of the French flag would he logalized on as great a. number, if 
not greater, of dhows than those which have hitherto claimed to fly it. This has, ia 
fact, born pointed out to me incidentally hy His Highness.” 


Major Cox furthar remarks :— 

. 8 ou the French list ig not entitled to be a protégé in Oman, as Tam witiatied, 

from evidence produood by the Sultan, that he is at the present moment, and hax boon 
all his life, domiciled with his famnily at Soor.” 


Tully ofdorse hess views, and trast that etery considarution will be givan to thers. 
{also trum that unnouncement to French Government may bo deferred until 1 ean 
roport result, of further tions, which, subject to concurrence of His Majesty's 
Govorumont, Ewill instruct Major Grey to. undertake with a view to acceptance ty 
French Consul of thirty dhows, or perhaps less. ; 

Major Oray tolagraphis that he has grounds for believing that Mf. Laroneo would bw 
satifiod with this. 





(26854) No. 18. 
Sir N. O' Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 30.) 


No, 507, Confidential) 
(No. 607, Con! ) Therapia, July 2%, 1906. 


Bir, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 401, Confidential, of the 12th June, I have 
the honour to transmit to you the accompanying copy of a Memorandum which has been 
prepared by Mr. G. A. Lloyd, Honorary Attaché to His Majesty's Embassy, concerning 
the reports which have from time to time appeared in the press to the effect that the 
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Hedjaz Railway is the outcome of German activity in this country, and is boing employed 
a5 8 means of propagating German inficnce, 

Mr, Lloyd, while showing how erroneous this impremion is, explaine the advantages 
of the railway from a strategic and Pan-Islamic point of view itis, however, open to 
doubt whether the Hedjaz Railway is destined to succeed as an industrial enterprise, or 
whether, in view of the fact that there is practically no goods traffic on the line, and that 
the passenger traffic is confined to two or three months in the year, it is economically 
possible for it to continue to exist, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) " 'N. R, O'CONOR, 


Tnclosure in No. 18, 
Memorandum by Mr. Lloyd respecting German Influence on the Hedjaz Railway, 


FOR some time past, and especially sine the late Akaba incident became 
prominent, there has been a noticeable tendency on the part of the press in England to 
adduce as an additional and new proof of the extent of German influence and activity in 
the Ottoman Dominions the construction of the Hedjaz Railway, and to see in this enter- 
prise a dangerous weapon in the hands of Germany that may some day strike a blow 
against British Islamic influence. 

I think, then, it may be desirable at this time to make a few rematks on the real 
nature of this enterprise, which may perhaps servo to show that, at present at all events, 
the railway shows no signs of being anything more than a purely Turkish enterprise, 
and the outcome of a natural desire on the part of the Sultan to achieve an important 
and twofold object—(1) religions, (2) strategical ; in the first to draw closer to the 
seat of the Caliphate the Holy Places on whose control that Caliphate depends, and in 
the second to provide a safe means of transit for and to facilitate the rapid dispatch of 
troops to a portion of his dominions which is at present so largely out of touch with 
Constantinople ns to render very difficult the military control which the Yemen. bas 
lately shown itself to be seriously in need of if the Sultan intends to exercise anything 
more than a very nominal suzerainty over South-Western Arabia, 

These two objects are of such Obvious importance to the welfare of and continuance 
of the Ottoman rule that they call for no further remark, and constitute, it will, I think, 
be admitted, an all-sulficing reason in themselves for the building of the railway without 
bringing up any question of German political ambitions in Syria and Aral 

‘The Germans, who hold a far greater interest in the railways in Turkey than any 
other Power, might naturally bo expected to entertain armbitions to the control of the 
Hedjas Railway, both in parsuance of their stoady and incroasing interests in Anatolia and 
4s a natural sequence to their constant attempts to depreciate the value of British Moslem 
influence in this part of the world, Could it not be shown that the Hedjax Railway doce 
not in the present, or, indeed, in the future, appear to be going to be at all an adaptable 
German weapon for the furtherance of these ambitions? Let us examine the case more 
closely. To begin with, the inception of the Hedjaz Railway was founded on no Con- 
‘cession, as in the ease of all other railways in Turkey, which could at any future time 
be made the object of a commercial or political transaction in the way of transference 
‘of ownership to new concessionnaire. ‘The enterprise, being built hy means of monoy 
raised from Mabommedans in all parts of the Turkish Empire, has no share capital, and 
belongs, in fact, to the Turkish people, and as such isa purely national concern. Tt ix 
Moslem in its origin and in its realization, and as such, it may be remarked, is an 
interesting example as much of the vitality of Turkish enterprise when called upon to 
promote the interests of Islam as of the remarkable elasticity of Turkish finance, which, 
though hopelessly crippled in every European financial sense of the word, yet is al 
by an appeal to Islam to raise without diffculty sufficient voluntary" contributions 
for such an immense undertaking. ‘The railway, then, having no share capital, the 

ibility of Germany or any other Christian Power attempting to obtain a controlling 
interest is completely climinated, and it seems unlikely that the Sultan would ever dare 
to enter into any negotiations to hand over the control to a Christian Power of a railway 
that has been built by Moslem contributions aud leading to the Holy Places. 

‘The question, then, of any definite German control in the future is, I think, 
suGiciently disposed of ; but it may be urged that, apart from any definite control, the 
railway may become, through the influence that Germany has suceveded in obtaining at 
‘the Palace, a channel for the dissemination of German influence into the Hedjaz, Tt 
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‘would appear that sach an opinion can only be the result of an imperfect appre 
of the real fucts of the case. Such influence conld only be used through indirect 
agents such as German engineers and employés engaged in ing on the line, and 
could have little effect or weight with Moslems, who are willing, feute de mieux, to 
make use of the superior knowledge and engineering capacity of the foreigner, but who, 
once the construction of the line is completed, must only remain in subordinate positions 
on the administration of the line. 

It is also a grave question whether, once the line approaches Medina and gets far 
‘into the Hedjax, the German engineers now emyloyed on the Tine will be allowed to 
continue their work, {tis more probable that they will be called upon to train up and 
instruct Moslem engineers for the carrying on of the work. in its later sections, in 
which caso any influence that might possibly have been exercised through their agency 
will be ent off before the line reaches the district in which such uence might have 
any offect. In support of this iden I may mention that a notice appeared in the 
‘Turkish newspaper " Tkdat in its issue of the 14th July, saying that a special branch 
of the *Beole Technique” has been started for the instruction of men destined to 
Become employés in the Hedjaz Railway, and that eighteen stndents have already 
commenced work with this object, 

‘A considerable amount of stress appears to have been laid upon the fact that the 
engineer in charge of the construction is a German, 

Before Herr Meissner obtained the appointment engincers of various nationalities 
had been engaged, and it is owing to his capacities as an engincer, more than to the 
accident of his nationality, that his influential position on the line must be attributed, 
Owing to the interest thnt Germany has taken in railway enterprise in Anatolia, as 
exemplified in the German management of the Anatolian, Bagdad, Mersina-Adana 
Railways, mony more German than English engineers have been attracted to Turkey, 
and the sppoittment of Herr Meissner to administrate the Hodjaz Railway is the natural 
ronult of this influx of German engineers and cannot be looked upon as tho result of an 
‘attempt at establishing political intiuence in those parts, 

ft should, however, not be overlooked that Germany does reap one very practical 
and important advantage in Herr Meissmer's appointment, whieh is undoubtedly the 
reason of what interest she has in the construction of the lin 

By the appointiwent of Hort Molamer she secures certain commercial advantages 
ovor all other nations. ‘The giving of contracts for all supplies and materials, rails, 
locomotives, &e., for the railway is almost entirely in his hands, and it is remarkable 
that, whereas before his appointment America supplied a large quantity of rails for the 
line, since his appointment almoxt all the rails and locomotives have been supplied from 
Germany, As far ax 1 can ascertain, all the contracts for locomotives have more 
recently been given to the German firm of Messrs. Kreutz, the Belgian engines on the 
Tine having been supplied before his taking charge. Germany thus gets at any rate a 
preferential treatment on equal terms, a preference, it mast be fairly said, perfectly 
Compatible with his duties to the High Commission, bat a preference which is of 
immense value to German manufacturers, especially in the supply of steel rails, where 
competition ix very keen, The fi to Germany, then, from a commercial point 
of view, purely as regards the supply of materials, is undoubted, but this is an advantage 
that will do little to stimnlate the most important form of trade, namely, a steady and 
pormanent trade, and has thus only x passing importance. Tbe commercial importance 
of the railway in future is very doubtful; cultivation extends only betwoen Damascus 
and Amman, and that only on the edge of the railway, and the remainder of the route 
is one of absolute desert whieh no trade can be expected. Of the through traffic 
that may be earried in the future it is xeareely possible to speak, but even in the very 
likely event of the quantity being existent it may be quite safely amerted that the 
distance of carriage would completely check the trade, and it appears that the railway 
ig destined, for a long time to came, to depend entirely upon passenger receipts, 
almost completely to be drawn from the carriage to and from Mecca annually of 
pilgrims for the Haj. 

‘Such are the commercial prospects of the railway, and it is hard to see where lies 
he pecuniary bat to tempt a commercial nation like ‘Germany. OF the political uae of 
the line as‘a method of disseminating German influence in Arabia I have already 
spoken, and I venture to think that it is fhirly clear that German influence as exercised 
at present by means of the railway amounts to little or nothing in a direct way, at any 
rate nothing that camot be foresialed by Keeping a carefl watch om the development 
‘of the li 

‘Apart from this, but indirectly connected with it, there are one or two points that 
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¢annot be overlooked when estimating the importance of the Hedjaz Railway, and 
in them lie @ certain source of danger to British influence, which, though somewhat 
indefinable, is none the less real and must not be omitted from ‘mention, especially 
as they do not appear to have been touched upon before in direct connection with the 
Hedjaz Railway. 

Trefer to the recent activity in able and telegraph line laying by Germany as 
exemplified by the Berlin-Constanza-Constantinople telegraph Tue Baring the last 
few days only an arrangement has been concluded between Germany and the Turkish 
Post Office Administration, by which Germany lends to the said Administration 
400,000 fr. to put the telegraph line from Constantinople to El Arish in good 
condition, and to insure the efficient working of the same, The capital and the 
interest on this sum is to be paid out of the receipts of the Iine, and the work has 
already beon started, and coniploted us far a Pendle, 

Tam informed by the Director of the Eastern Telegraph Company here 
object of the Germans in this Ioan is to insure good telextaphic i 
themselves direct from Berlin to Hxypt independent of British lines, 
scheme was initiated before the development of in Egypt, it ism 
matter whose importance should not be lost sight of should any complication of 
similar nature ariso in the future. I nm also informed by the same source that 
Germany & contemplating « telegraph fine to link ‘up Gaxa and Akabs, from whence 
it is intended to take the line to Jeddah, with the ultimate object of com) 

Teddah a cable to Dar-o-Salaam in German Bast Africa. atin: 

Apart from the ultimate conclusion of the Hedjax Railway to Mocea, it may bo well 
to dravr attention to the strategieal importance from tho Turkish point of view that the line 
will very shortly commenco to have on its arrival at Medain-Saleh, ‘The line has alrond; 
reached Zat~I-Haj, which is scarcely 150 miles from Medain-Salch, and, once arrive 
there, the centre and heart of the Nejd district becomes immedialoly in touch with 
the railway. Hail, the capital of the Tbn Rashid faroily, is xeparated from Medain 
Saleh only by some four or five dromedary marches, and’ so it is that the railway will 
have a very important effect upon the politics of the Neji, and it may bo due to this 
fact that the Sultan recently decided, after the death of Tbn Rashid, to continue to 
mipport the fallen fortunes of that family against the superior forces’ of Thn Saoud, 
and it is this aspect of the Hedjax Railway more than any diroct Gorman influence 
that is the most Jimportant point to be dealt on from the British point of view. 

In conclusion 1 may venture to remark that the Pan-Islamic movement, in which 
Germany bas shown such an interest of Inte, is not likely to be alfected by the com- 
mercial interest that she has taken in the fine between Damaseus and Maan, and a 
little more experience of the Moslem may help her to realize that Pan-lslamiam is a 
weapon that may be used against more than one nation, and that in any case her 
penetration into the Hedjaz would, more likely than not, be fraught with considerably 
more danger than success, 

(Signed) G. A. LLOYD. 





(23976) No. 10, 
Memorandum communicated to Count de Boutari, July 31, 1906. 


HIS Majesty's Government haye carefully considered the Memorandum cornmuni- 
cated by the Tlalian Embassy on the 7th ultimo, iu which it was proposed that each 
Power interested in the eafety of the Red Sea should bo intrusted with the surveillance 
of that part of the coast of Arabia facing its African possessions. 

Tt appears to His Majesty's Government that, in the circumstances now existing, 
the adoption of any proposal tonding to divide the Red Sea into epheres of inflaucnee by 
the various Powors interested in those regions would be likely to raise many difficult 
questions, and His Majesty's Government ragrot, therfore, that they do not woo their 
way to supporting the suggestions of the Itahan Government, 


Foreign Office, July 31, 1906. 
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(26342) No. 20. 
M. Cambon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 2.) 


Ambassade de France, Londres, 
le 31 Juillet, 1908, 

ir exprimé par votre Excellence, le Consul de France & Mascata a 
chargé par le Gouvernement de la mie de sentendre avec son collégue 
Britannique au sujet de V'spplication de la Sentence Arbitrale du S Aoiit, 1905. Des 
conférences ont ew Tiow A ce sujet an mois de Décembre dernier entre M. Laronce et le 
Major Gray. A la suito de ces pourparlers, Agent Francais a remis au Consul 
Angleterre, le 1 Mars dernier, la Tiste des’ boutriers que le Gouvernement de la 
publique considére eomme ayant le droit d’arborer lo pavillon Frangais; le 20 Avril, 
il }oi a communiqué égalernent un projet de Ragloment destiné & assurer l'spplication 
dy la Sentence Arbitrale de La Haye. Le Major Grey a annones qu'il transmettait ces 
pideos au Gouvernoment Britannique. Le Couvernement Francais considére, d'ailleurs, 
que ces documents avaient été rédigés dans esprit le plus conciliant ot avee Ie plus 
sinedre désir do régler, dans un esprit de bonne entente réciproque, une affaire de tris 
minim inportanen, Or, non seulement le propositions formulées par ME. Laronce 
n'ont pas été acceptées par le Gouvernement Britannique, mais, depuis de longs mois, et 
malgré les efforts de l'Ambassade de Ia République & Londres, il n'a pas été possible 
dobtenir de la part du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté méme Véxpression d'un avis au 
xujot do ces documents. Une telle fagon d'agir est si pou en harmonic avec le disposi: 
tions conciliantes inanifestées A diverses reprises par votre Excellence que je suis obligé 
do ponser que le diffcultés soulevées et Tea retardo qui se sont produils ne event 
tro attribués qu’ Vintervention des Représentants du Gouvernement de Inde, et 
notunment du Major Cor, Résident A Bouchie, qui west aaj montré précédemmont 
pou disposé a traitor cotte petite affaire dans Vesprit amical qui doit animer les Repré- 

sentants des denx pays. 5 
Jo crois devorr, dans ces conditions, appeler sur cette question T'attention de votre 
Excellence, persuadé que, si olle veut bien l'examiner, elle reconnaitra l'esprit de 


conciliation dont a fait prouve lo Gouvernement de la République ot ln modération dee 
propositions formulées par son Agent. es : 
Jo sornis reconnaissant & votre Excellence de vouloir bien me faire connaltre 
Vacoueil que Je Gouvernement Britannique lour a réservé, 
Veuillex, &e. 
(Signé) "PAUL CAMBON, 


(26494) ay 
Indlia Office to Foreign Office —(Received August 8.) 


Sir, India Office, August 2, 1906, 

IN continuation of my letter of the 13th ultimo, relative to the Museat Arbitration 
Award, I am directed to submit, for the consideration of the Secretary of Stato for 
Forvign Affairs, the following observations on Sir E, Gorst’s letter of h June, 
with reference to the views expressed in Major Cox’s letter of the 26th June, and in 
the Vicoroy’s tolograms of the 10th and 26th July. 

2, After careful consideration of the views of Major Cox and the Government of 
India, andl recognizing in principle the force of their criticisms, Mr. Morley is at the 
saame time satisfied that it is expedient to aceept Sir E. Grey's suggestion (1) that 
M. Latonoe’s list should be accepted withont further question ; and (2) that, in spite of 
tho terms of the Award, the papers of any dhow named in the list which may pass out 
‘of its prosent owner's possession while he remains entitled to fly the French flag may 
bo transferred to another dhow belonging to the same owner, provided that the total 
number of dhows named in the list can in no case be increased. 

3. Although these conéessions may not be agreeable to His Highness the Sultan, 
it is understood that the dhow owners mentioned in the list have no power of trans- 
forring their personal rights in respect of dhows owned either wholly of in part by 
themsolves to nny ono else, whether by devolution or otherwise. Tam to call attention 
to this understanding beeause the remarks of His Majesty's Consul at Muscat on the 
int presontod to him hy the French Consul indicate that the listed dhow owner 
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ne of the listed dhows, and it i presumed that the death 
Nc + will extinguish the rights which his partners, if any, may have 
derived from him during his lifetime under his authority to fly the French flag. 

4. Mr. Morley would, however, commend to Sir E. Grey's favourable consideration 
the suggestions of the Government of India that, when the transfer of a flag from one 
dhow to another belonging to the same owner is authorized, the French Consul should 
be required to notify the fact imme to the Sultan, and similas 
annual list of flag-holders and their dhows. The French Go rome 
asked to instruct their Consul to inform his British colleague, as a matter ef courtesy, 
of the notifications made to the Snitan on the subject. This procedure will go far to 
Prevent any serial of the misunderstandings which in the past have tended to disturb 
the situation at Muscat. 

Article 5 of the “projet de Raglement " raises the question of jurisdiction in the 
case of offences committed on the high seas and in Muscat territorial waters. The 
question was discussed in Sir E. Gorst'a letter of the 8th Febrnary, 1906, and it soeme 
desirable that the views of His Majesty's Government, as expressed in that letter, 
should now be stated to the French Government. 

6. Tt may be well, in conclusion, to advert to the case of the six dhow owners in 
Zanzibar, referred to in my letter of the 14th February last, who were claimed as 
Fronch protigis under the Agreement of the 131 1004. " In view of the proposals 
Which are made in this letter, Mr. Morley would leave it to Sir FE. Grey to decide 
Whether the decision arrived at in Sir E. Gorst’s letter of tho 27th February last might 
Bot nov be modified, and the owners of these dhows placed in the same position as the 
Museati dhow owners 

Tam, &o. 


(Signed) A, GODLEY, 





No. 22, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, August 18, 1906, 

T AM dinveted by Secretary Sir E. Grey to state, for the information of tho 
Secretary of State for India, that he has carefully considered your letter of the 2nd 
instant, together with the papers previously communicated by you on the 13th, 24th, 
and 26th ultimo in regard to the Muscat Arbitration Award. 

Sir E. Grey fully concurs in Mr. Morley's view that, in principle, there is much 
force in the observations of the it of India and Major Cox as to the doubtful 
nature of the Freneh claims and the difficulty of ing the Sultan to a the list 
of dhov-owners supplied by M. Laronce, He considers, however, that whos \jor Cox 
contends, as apy from his letter of the 26th June, that, unless the French list ix 
reduced, His Majesty's Government will practically sacrifice the results of the 
arbitration, he loses sight of the two principal advantages which have been secured by 

he Award 

‘These advantages are, firstly, that, with the death of the present flag-holders, no 
more dhows privileged to'fly the French flag will remain, when the caeceg will 
automatically cease ; and, secondly, that the flag-holders, directly they land in Oman, 
will come under the Sultan's jurisdiction, 

Sir E. Grey is therefore glad to note that Mr. Morley concurs in the suggestions 

mit forward in the letter from this Office of the 27th June with a view of sottling this 
Jong pending controversy with the Fronch Government. 

he decisions which have been agreed upon are embodied in the Memorandum of 

which draft is inclosed,® and Sir E. Grey proposes, if Mr. Morley concurs, 10 
communicate this dooument to the French Ambassador. 

Tt will bo seen, from the accompanying copy of a note which has recently been 
received from M. Cambou,t that the French Goverument are manifesting some 
impatience at the delay in the settlement of this question 

Sir E. Grey does not consider that this complaint is in any way justified, and he 
will point out to M. Cambon, in reply, that, before arriving at a decision, it was 
necessary for His Majesty's Government to consult the Government of India, 

ull consideration to their views. 


* Inclowure fa No. 24, 
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Dot unicating to the French Embassy the Memorandum above referred to, 
Sir Poon aa intimate actaly that, if the French Government are unable to 
accept the liberal concessions to ther, His 
compelled to obtain jer evidence regarding the dhows { papers 
Claimed with a view of subjocting the list 10 2 searching inquiry, and he will oggest 
that the other points in dispute should be referred for final decision to M. Lammasch, 


the Umpire in the recent arbitration. Ses 
(Signed) GORST. 


now offered to them, His Majesty's Government will be 
which French papers are 





28595) No. 23. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Kecviced August 21.) 


India. Offices August 20, 1908. 

1 AA dinscted by Mr. Seeruary Morley to acknowledge Sir E. Corat's letter of 
the 13th instant in regard to the Muscat Arbitration Awari 

Mr. Morley has given his careful attention to the draft Memorandum which it ix 

{to communieato to tho French Embsssy, and xabject to a verbal alteration 

Groy’s consideration, in the second condition 


Sir, 


prey “- 
ich he would suggost, for Sir 
ceuaatoce propmmed acceptance of the Fruach lst, ho is prepared 10 concur 
EE is “aldo cade tn BOR. Grey's proposal to intimate orally to the French 
mnbasandlowr the his Government are unable to accopt the liberal concessions now 
rad to hors His Me S Government will be compelled to snbmit the French list 
to @ woarching inquiry, will suggest thot the other points in dispute should be 
referred for final decision to the Umpire in the recent arbitration. fi 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 





(28595) No. 24. 
Sir Edward Grey to M. Geoftray, 


Foreign Office, August 22, 1906. 
Sir, ig be 
HAVE the honour to ucknowledge the receipt of the note which Af, Cambon was 
Petpet {to address to. me on the Sixt ultimo on the mibject of the Axbitral Awan 
nounced last year at The Hague in regard to the dhown flying the French flag at 
scat. 1 SESS 
regret that the French Government should consider that undue delay has taken 
a invarriving at an agreement aa to the stope to be taken for carrying out {the 
decision of the ‘Tribunal, : a 
ee Majenye Government entirely abare the viow of the French Government 
Uhat this water shoal be aenaged as speeiy m praible, a thas ben their desire 
proughout to the mubject in the most friendly epivit, 4 
r "Fre diecomsons wabeb hays bas place between the French Cousul at Muscat and 
his British colleague havo, howover, unfortunately shown that considerable divergence 
of opinion exists between these two officers, and His Majesty's Government have been 
hliged to careful the question in consultation with the Government of India 
and to give nkiderntion to their views. 
Teer ses Daseatniee it wn inareasle, xb: ooes time, shou epee before His 
ij Government were in a position to pronounce a definite decision, 
_ ag thre thig- tour: tor inakcee a Bentoeadas dealing Hh the points of 
difference which have ariven, and proposing a settlement whieh I trust the French 
Government wil nesept aw fiondly and coneliatory solution af, the question. 
V0, 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 
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Inclosure in No. 24. 
Memorandum. 


WITH reference to the communication made by the French Ambansador on the 

rd June last, His Majesty's Government have had under their consideration the 
Teports from His Majesty's Consul at Muscat of his negotiations with his French 
colleague in regard to the application of the Muscat dhows Arbitration Award of 
August last. 

Tt would appear that Major Grey and M. Laronce have agreed that the result of 
‘the Arbitration should be notified by the Sultan to his subjects by means of a 
Proclamation to be issued by His Highness, bur that they are unable to come to an 
agreement as to the list of persons, who are to be entitled to ly tho French flag 
according to the terms of the Award, 

The following “ projet de Raglement” for the wottloment of these questions wax 

Toronce to Ma : 


communicated hy M. Laronce jot Grey on the 20th April laxt — 


“Article 1". Les sujots du Sultan qui sont autorinds A Favenie a arborer le pavillon 
Frangais sur leurs navies jouiment dans TUman du méme traitement et des mémoa 
droits que tous les autros sijots do Sa Haters 

"Art. 2. En principe, les personnes autorinéex & arborer lo pavillon Frangaix our 
Tours navires soot celles dont In liste n dtd dressée par In Consulat ‘de Frunce h Mascato, 
ot remine au Consult d’Angleterre le 4 Mars, 1906, A moins de modifications ponvant 
Tésulter du décds do cos personnes ou du rotrait par ln France de Vautorisation, 

“Art. 3. Les propriétaires de boutres battant pavillon Frangais pourront en’ toute 
Kberté vendre Tourn navires, ow en uchotor datitnim minx que leur‘ droit au ‘pavillon 
Frongais puinse dtre contesté. 

“Art, 4. Lex boutriers qui ont le droit d'arborer to yavillon Frangals né pourront 
tranamettre ce droit A lours héritiers, descondants, ou collatéraux: lex boutros dont 
ceux-ci obtictdraient ainsi In possession arboreront Ie pavillon dir Sultan, 

“Art. 5, La jnridiction du Sultan sera dans YOman & tous low prox 
Bridinires do boutres battant pavillon Frangan,ainel qu’anx enpitainos et nox romiabeee 
le Méquip fis, pour les crimes et lew délita ou contestations, ayant ou Tiew b 
bord en haste mer ou dans los eaux territorialiw de TOman, et en général partout ob le 
droit dinviolabilité ext réservé, In compétence restern au Consul de France, ou & défiut 
& son représentant, ou aux officiers de In Marine Nationale. Si lo otimo ou ddlit ost. 
Stabli, Jo coupable korn reenis wu Sultan. 

Art, 6. Loa dispositions du prévent Raglement, apriw approbation des Gouy 
iments Frangais et Anglais, seront communiqudes, ainsi que le texte de la wntitence, 
voie diafiches, aux sajots du Sultan,” 

His Majesty's Government note with satisfaction the friendly and voncilintor 
manner in which the two Consuls have carried on their negotiations, they are, however, 
unable to admit that M. Laroncs's attitude and proposalk are in accordance with either 
the spirit or the letter of the recent Award. 

ME Laronoe apparcatly cate that authorimtion toy the French flag was given 
to each and every owner once for all—that is to aay, if ones it is admitted that a 
Particular Musoati falls within one of the categories authorized under Part T of the 
Award, then, under Part 1— 

(a) He is entitled to fly the Fronch flag over any aod every how which he now 

eof may over poser, and is not limited to the dhow or dhows #pocitieal, 
Treutioned by natue in the reviaod Preuer lst of the ath March, 1900; and 

(0) That he ix entitled to replace any dhow at present in his possoasion of which 
ho may subsequently beccane dispossessed by sale or losx 

As regards (a), Hix Majesty’x Government hold that if the authorization granted to 
the flagholder was originally a geoorl one for all hix dhows, then he will retain. that 
Fight under the terms of the Award; but that if, on the other hand, the original 
authorization was granted fora dhow or dhows specifically mentioned by fame, then 
sutborization fr the ame dow or dhows aly can be claimed under the Award. 
appears that M. Laronce, on being requested to produce a copy of the original 
Skthorition for eect Show Glalmed te. to quote the tier fist fous, has ex preased 
his inability to ownply. Nevertheless, he eaiot dispute the evidence available in the 
recorded specimens of “titres de navigation,” which warrants the prestimption that 
the authorizations issued in the past have in all cases been made ut for single dhows by 
name and not ina general form, If M. Laronce's claim, that the first authorization, even 
though only issued for a single dhow, carries with it the right to fly the Frendh fag over 
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all dhows which the owner may ever possess, were to_be admitted, the number of such 
hows might be indefinitely inereaged, and it would be impossible for the Sultan to 
heck the process, or to know at any given time how many and what dhows are 
sailing under the ch flag. That it was the n of the arbitrators to 
Timit strictly not only the number of flagholders, but also the number of dhows 
entitled to fly the Fv is ovident from the terms of the Award, in which 
Feforence ig mada, Part T, sections 1 and , to le droit d'autoriser les navires!. . . = 
A arboror le Frangais,” ond Part U1, section 1, “Jes boutres . - . autorinés, 
Raat Tantorisation ne peut tre tranamise, &o, ... ou & quelque 
‘autro boutre,” and section 3,  Boutres autorisée & arborer,” ke. . « 

Th onder to carry oot the term of the Award st, is important that the notifica- 
tion which will be ultimately promulgated among the subjects of the Sultan sball 
ain the names not ouly of the French flagholders, but also of the dhows wh 
cimentitled to carry the Freach flag, and Hix Majexty's Government would not feel 

justified in accopting any settlement which did not provide acoordin 

‘An ragards'(0), His Majesty's Government consider that the elatm to replaen dhows 
which have been lost or sold ix in entire contradiction with section 2 of Part II of the 
Award, which Inys down that “Pautorisation d'arborer le pavillon, Frangaia ne peat 
Stre tranamise ou. te @ A quelque autre personne ou A quelque autre boutre 
('dhow"), mimo ai celui-ci appartenait an méme proprictaire.” 

"Tho tint of French, aghelders. coon iaited by M. Laronce on the 4th March, 
1906, contains the names of twenty dhow-owners and of forty-five. dhows. His 
Majesty's Consul reporta that, ax the result of careful inquiry, he thax evidence to prove 
that oxtain of the dhow-owners are not entitled to the authorization, and that many of 
the dhows aro not the property of the p how nares they have been 
Antared. He considera that the Sultan would be logitimstely aggrieved if he were 
Called upon 10 recognize chime of the very doubtful character of which be is fully 
ciate, aed. that the list should properly be reduced to fourteen owners and, eighteen 
hows. "This serious divergence of opinion with his French colleague would appear 
to call for n searching. investigation into the evidence for and against the claims 
advanced. 

Navertholoxs, Hix Majesty's Goverumont, animated by foelings of sincere good-will 
towards the French Government, daaire to settle thia question rather in x spirit of 
friendly conceaion than, in accordance with a strict interpretation of the terme of the 
‘Award. Accordingly they are propared to nocept the Tint of dagholders and dhows 
communicated by Mf, Laronco on the 4th March last, subject to the following con- 
ditions >— 

L. That the Frenol Government are satisfied ox to bond fide nature of the claims 
advanced in regard to which M. Laronce might be invited to consult the evidence 
collected by hin British colleague with a view to further revision, 

That it ix clearly understood that the dhow-owners mentioned in the lst have 
no power of travuforring thoir right, which ix parwonal to themaalves, to Ay the French 
Mag on dhows owned erther wholly or in part by themselves to anv one eles whether by 
dosatution or otherwise, and that the death of any owner on the list will extinguish the 
rights which his partners, ff any, may have derived from him during his. lifetime under 
hia authority to fly the Fronch flag. 

‘That the Tet ‘of dhow-owners and dhows, when finally settled shoold, ander no 
circumstances, be modified, 


Put as a. furthor concesion His Majesty's Government are ready to admit that, 
inyapite of the term of the Award, the papers of any dhow named fn the list whish 
vrayTpana cut of its prownt owners posession while he remains entitled to dy the 
Fronth flag may be trunsforred to another dhow belonging to tho same, owner, provided 
that the total number of dhows named inthe Tist can in no ease be screamed The 
vontider that when the transfer of a flag from one dhow to another is authoeed, their 
French Consul at Musat should be required to notify the fact immediately vo the 
Sultan, and similarly to furnish to Hix Highness an annual list of fagholdors and their 

hows. 

"They would further mugiest, for the favourable consideration of the French 
Government, that M_ Laronce should be instructed to inform his British colleague, as 
matter of courtesy, of the notifications mule to the Sultan on the subject, 

‘There remaits a further question in regard to the six dhow-owners in Zanzibar 
hou ME Larouce claims as French  protoges under the Agreement of the 13th May, 
1904, 


39 


Tt appears, information in possession of His Majesty's Government, 
that four of these men are in reality subjects of the Saltan of Museat, and therefore not 
entitled to French protection under the terms of the Avward. 

Tis Majesty's Government are, however, not disposed to press for any further 
investigation in regard to tho validity of this claim, oa they are willing to ndmit that 
the Arabs in question may be placed in the sume position as the other dhow-owners on 
the French Consnl's list 

Tt is hoped that the French Government will appreciate the liberal nature of the 
concessions niow proposed. 

‘As regards the point raised in Article 4 of M, Laronee's “ projet de Raglement,” 
relative to tho French claim to jurisdiction ia Muscat over an Sat ecoaal tba 
Committed a crim on the high seas while sailing in a dhow ying the Brench yg, Hie 
Majesty's Government are of opinion that if the Omani in question Ieaves tho ship and 
proceeds'on shore he fat once under the jurisdiction of the Sultan and tn not 
Miaticlable by the French Consul. One the other hand, the Sultan hax no valid ground 
of complaint if, without being Janded, the man is troushipped for trial at, Obokb, o 
some other place within Frosch territory : nor would it, be reasonable for His Highnows 
to object if the man were meroly landed so ax to enable the Fronch Consul to make 
arranpements for his boing sent for trinl before a Court in French territory. 

tis suggested that clausex whould be wdded to the proponed Notification to the 
ceffioot ths infringement by any of the subjects of the Sultan of the arrangement 
now arrived at would be severely punished, and further, that any flag-bolders who 
may desire to surrender their French papers will be permitted to do #0. 

Majesty's Government sincerely hope that, in view of the considerable oon- 
couioos to whish they are prepare to coment, an arrangement on the above lines wil 
prove acceptable to the French Governtaont, Should it, however, be found impoasible 
Toarrive at an understanding in the matter, they must reserve their full right. to 
conti the discussion in tho Tight of sti interpretation of the Arbitea 


Foreign Office, August 22, 1906, 





(28595) No. 25. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Berti 


(Ro. 408.) 
Sir, , Foreign Office, August 22, 1906, 
1 tranamuit herewith wo your Excellency « copy of & note with {ts inclowure,® an 


the subject of the Muscat Arbivration case, whicl 
Minister whon he ed at this Office, 
me aa vo = . Briar to M. Geoffray that if the French Government 

‘unable to accept His Majesty's Government's very liberal proposals, the only’ oth 
ace susie to neopets Wee tay Gast el te trocTvwen 
collect and wend hom ‘all the evidence they were able to obtain regarding the dhows 
for which French papers are claimed and to submit the list to o searching serntiny. 
In that case the other points in dispute might be referred to arbitration. 

M. Geoffray promised to inform his Government af my views. 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 


was handed to-lay to the French 





{28729} No, 26, 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received Auguat 23.) 


THE Under-Secrotary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 

Of Sue for Foreign Affairs, au Uy. direction of Mr. Secretary. Modes, 

forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 22nd August, rolativo to the Muscat Arbitration Award. 


India Office, August 22, 1906. 
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Tnclosure in No, 26, 


Goternment of India to Mr. Morley. 
(Telegraphic,) P. August 22, 1906. 
MUSCAT Award. Your telegram dated the 13th instant, Cox telegraphed as 
follows on the 19th instant — 


“On presumption that at presont stage it would be neither becoming nor efficacious 
to make further representation, and that decision now communicated is final, I would 
recommend that, before the news reaches Sultan of Muscat from other sources, we 
should ourselves frankly communicate to him decision of His Majesty's Government, 
‘The inaccuracy of the list which it is proposed to accupt will, directly it is published, 
be apparent to Sultan's subjects, and His Highness himself considers it factitious ; but 
‘we could take His Highness into our confidénee and inform him of the reasons of 
State which have prompted Mis Majesty's Government to waive investigation of title 
and accept list on his behalf, T fool sure that the intimation would be more palatable to 
ye Sultan, and his objections might perhaps be forestalled.’ 

‘As it seems desirable that communication to Sultan should be made first by us, 
and in terms which His Majesty's Government approve, we request that we way be 
favoured by His Majesty's Government with a brief statement, for communication to 
His Highness, of the reason which have rendered necessary the course adopted. 
Meanvhile Cox is being informed that orders are final 


(30814) No. 27. 


India Office to Foreign Office (Received September 11.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of Stato for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scorotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 


forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 2th ultimo, relative to the Muscat Arbitration Award, 


India. Office, September 10, 1906, 


Tuclosure in No. 27. 
Mr. Morley to Government of Indie 


(Telographie) P: India Office, Auust 29, 1906. 
MUSCAT Award. Your telegram dated the 22nd Au: ast. 
On the nl August note was presented to French Embassy, of which following 
substance. Objections which Hie Majesty's Goverament entertain to Laronce’s 
Propowals ate recited, and the fot that, seeonling to eridence which Grey hax 
collected, lint shonld ‘properly be reduced to eighteen dhows and fourteen owners is 
pointed out, Hin Mnjesty’s Government are, nevertheless, inn spirit of friendly 
concession, rendy to accept Latonce’s list on the following conditions :— 


1, That bond fide natare of claims is established to satisfaction of French Govern 

mont; as forth Nan with « view to farther revision, Laronce might be invited to 
Grey's evidence, 
. That any rights derived by partners from flag-holder during his lifetime are 
tinguished by his death. 

is ‘That in no circumstances shall the list be modified when once it has been 
wettled, 

Further concessions, roferred to in my telegram dated the Sth ultimo, are also 
included in note. 

Vatil attitude of French Government in regard to revision is ascertained, 
communication to Sultan should, in these ciroumstances, be deferred. 








